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1AFRICA

INTRODUCTION |  

The Legal 500 – In-house Legal Research Team

For 33 years, The Legal 500 has been analysing 
the capabilities of law firms and sets across 
the world. In the research team, we constantly 
track which sections are used most by 
clients, and this often matches up with an 
increase in that section from submissions, 
client referees, requests for interviews and 
feedback – all of which make up the research 
process. The international arbitration rankings 
are consistently one of our most used and 
read editorial sections and one of the most 
competitive areas for law firms, sets, lawyers 
and barristers. This chimes with what we 
constantly hear anecdotally in the market, with 
international arbitration frequently cited as the 
preferred form of dispute resolution.

The Arbitration Powerlist: Africa showcases 
the leading practitioners working in one of the 
most exciting legal markets today. In addition 
to showcasing the ever-growing strength and 
depth of Africa’s community of arbitration 
counsel is clear, we offer examples of how 
the continent at large has taken the lead on 
a number of procedural and institutional 
innovations. For example, the African 
Arbitration Academy’s response to Covid-19 
lockdowns was swift and decisive, with its 
Protocol on Virtual Hearings in Africa outlining 
one of the earliest and most thorough set of 
recommendations on virtual hearings. Beyond 
this, the nearly 100 arbitration institutions 

that exist across Africa have continued 
to develop and respond to the needs of 
business. Other notable developments 
include Ethiopia’s ratification of the New York 
Convention in 2020, and the new Uniform 
Act on Arbitration issued by the Organisation 
for the Harmonisation in Africa of Business 
Laws (OHADA). The positive impact of this on 
arbitration is already being seen, and we can 
expect further initiatives that will strengthen 
the already vibrant culture of arbitration in 
Africa.

As with any publication of this nature, we 
were faced with the dilemma of including as 
many worthy candidates as possible without 
diluting the significance of their listing. After 
lengthy discussions across the editorial 
team, we decided that a larger selection was 
necessary to provide sufficient nuance and 
balance across so many different markets. We 
hope that by expanding the selection we have 
managed to include some surprises.

To collate the list of leading practitioners we 
have of course drawn on our research team’s 
expertise. We have also approached leading 
arbitrators, arbitral institutions and general 
counsel active in the market to help create a 
definitive list of the leading arbitration counsel 
in the African market today. As such, we think 
the listing reflect those practitioners that are 
deemed the gold standard by business.  n
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Dr. Amr A. Abbas Matouk Bassiouny
Dr. Mohamed Abdel Raouf  

Abdel Raouf Law Firm
Prof. Dr. Mohamed S Abdel Wahab Zulficar & 

Partners Law Firm
Khaled Abou El Houda Houda Law Firm
Adeniyi Adegbonmire Aluko & Oyebode
Olufunke Adekoya SAN AELEX
Adebayo Adenipekun  Afe Babalola & Co
Aare Afe Bablola Afe Babalola & Co
Adedoyin Afun  Bloomfield Law Practice
Olisa Agbakoba SAN Olisa Agbakoba Legal  

(OAL)
Nkongho Agbor  K&M Law Firm
Armando Aguiar  ENSafrica
Babatunde Ajibade SAN SPA Ajibade & Co
Fabian Ajogwu Kenna Law Partners
Abimbola Akeredolu Banwo & Ighodalo
Ademola Akinrele SAN F. O. Akinrele & Co
Obosa Akpata Patreli Partners
Folashade Alli Folashade Alli & Associates
Ace Anan Ankomah Bentsi-Enchill, Letsa  

& Ankomah
Uzoma Azikiwe  Udo Udoma & Belo-Osagie
Timothy Baker Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr 
Muyiwa Balogun  Olaniwun Ajayi
Ahmed Bannaga Bannaga & Fadlabi
Dr. Rukia Baruti Africa International Legal 

Awareness (AILA)
Rachid Benzakour Benzakour Law Firm

Romain Berthon LPA-CGR
Emmanuel Bizimana ENSafrica
Adnane Bouchaib Bouchaib Law Firm
Fatima-Zohra Bouchemla LPA-CGR
Yemi Candide-Johnson  Strachan Partners
Noel Chalamanda Knight & Knight
Mohammed Chemloul  Chemloul & Associés
Wim Cilliers Clyde & Co
Damian D. Dodo D. D. Dodo & Co
Khrushchev Ekwueme Olaniwun Ajayi
Khaled El Shalakany  Shalakany Law Office
Prof. Gbolahan Elias San G. Elias & Co.
Sarwat Abd El-Shahid  Shahid Law Firm
Babatunde Fagbohunlu Aluko & Oyebode
Tarek Fouad A Riad Tarek Riad – Legal Consultants 

and Attorneys at Law
Peter Gachuhi Kaplan & Stratton Advocates
Joe-Kyari Gadzama OFR SAN J-K Gadzama
Nawal Ghaouti Ghaouti Nawal Lawfirm
Amine Ghellal  Ghellal & Mekerba
Dr. Mohammed Gomaa  Zaki Hashem & Partners, 

Attorneys at Law
Julien Gontier Gide Loyrette Nouel
Amin Hajji Hajji & Associés
Mike Igbokwe Mike Igbokwe SAN & Co
Anthony Ikemefuna Idigbe Punuka Attorneys  

and Solicitors
Robert January  Glyn Marais
Asamah Kadiri Jackson, Etti & Edu
Davison Kanokanga Kanokanga and Partners
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Kamau Karori Kamau & Maema Advocates  
(DLA Piper)

Fatma Karume  IMMMA Advocates
Paul Katupisha Milner and Paul Legal  

Practitioners
Julien Kavaruganda K-Solutions & Partners
Azzedine Kettani Kettani Law Firm
Kiragu Kimani Dentons Hamilton Harrison  

& Mathews
Michi Kirimi  Dentons Hamilton Harrison  

& Mathews
Baptista Kiwango Lawbay Advocates
Emuobonuvie A. Majemite Punuka Attorneys  

and Solicitors
Nazima Malik Kaplan & Stratton Advocates
John Miles JMiles & Co
Calvin Mitali Calvin Mitali
Evans Monari Bowmans Coulson Harney
Abdellah Moustaid Bennani & Associés 
Vlad Movshovich Webber Wentzel
James Muruthi Kihara Kihara & Wyne Advocates
Jean Claude Mutabazi Abayo  

M. Abayo Law Firm 
Hicham Naciri Allen & Overy
Thierry Ngoga Legal Line Partners
Adekunle Obebe Bloomfield Law Practice
Prof. Fidelis Oditah QC, SAN Fidelis Oditah & Co 
Priscilla Ogwemoh Kevin Martin  

Ogwemoh Legal
John Ohaga  TripleOKLaw LLP

Abayomi Okubote Olaniwun Ajayi LP
Babajide Oladipo Ogundipe Sofunde, Osakwe, 

Ogundipe & Belgore    
Dr. Oladapo Olanipekun SAN Esher & Makarios
Osama Ombada Aztan Law Firm
Godwin Omoaka  Templars
Festus Onyia Udo Udoma & Belo-Osagie
George Oraro  Oraro & Company Advocates
Ahmed Ouerfelli  Ouerfelli Law Firm
Sola Oyebolu Olajide Oyewole
Jacqueline Oyuyo Githinji Umsizi LLP
Léon Patrice SARR LPS L@W
Adedoyin Rhodes-Vivour Doyin Rhodes-Vivour  

& Co
Hazim Rizkana  Rizkana & Partners
Gerhard Rudolph Allen & Overy
Olasupo Shasore Africa Law Practice NG & Co
Zaeem Soofie Dentons
Thaddeus Sory Sory @ Law 
Fui Tsikata Reindorf Chambers  

(DLA Piper)
Dorothy Udeme Ufot SAN  Dorothy Ufot & Co
Etigwe Uwa SAN Streamsowers & Köhn
Trevor Versfeld  Webber Wentzel
Stephen Vlieghe Koep & Partners
Erin Warmington Webber Wentzel
Des Williams Werksmans
Prof. Joseph Yav Katshung YAV & Associates
Dr. Karim A Youssef  Youssef & Partners 
Serges Zangue Zangue and Partners

AFRICA ARBITRATION POWERLIST
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6 Prof. Dr. Mohamed  
         Abdel Raouf
Adebayo Adenipekun 
7 Olufunke Adekoya
Dr. Rukia Baruti
8  
Adeniyi Adegbonmire 
Hicham Naciri
Olasupo Shasore 

9 Ahmed Bannaga
          Abimbola Akeredolu
Ace Anan Ankomah
10 Evans Monari
12 Adedoyin Afun 
Mohammed Chemloul 
13 Zaeem Soofie
14 Michi Kirimi 
Adedoyin Rhodes-Vivour

15  
Dorothy Udeme Ufot SAN
Dr. Oladapo Olanipekun
    SAN
Ademola Akinrele SAN
16  
Prof. Fidelis Oditah QC, SAN
Amine Ghellal
Julien Gontier 

TEAM PROFILE:  G. Elias & Co.18
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17 Folashade Alli
22  
Khaled Abou El Houda
Joe-Kyari Gadzama  
   OFR SAN
Peter Gachuhi
23 John Miles
Davison Kanokanga
24 Kamau Karori
25 Azzedine Kettani
Noel Chalamanda
26 Priscilla Ogwemoh 
27 Stephen Vlieghe
Thierry Ngoga
28 Dr. Amr A. Abbas
29  
Fatima-Zohra Bouchemla
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34  
Olisa Agbakoba SAN
George Oraro 
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36 
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   Ogundipe
38 
Khaled El Shalakany 
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40  
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41 Etigwe Uwa SAN
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Trevor Versfeld 
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Dr. Mohammed Gomaa 
50 Prof. Dr. Mohamed S                         
       Abdel Wahab
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Job title: Partner and head of arbitration group
Location: Egypt
Main sectors covered: Commercial contracts, 
financial services, construction, real estate, 
sports
Languages: English, Arabic, French

Dr. Mohamed Abdel Raouf is head of the 
international arbitration group at Cairo’s Abdel 
Raouf Law Firm. A specialist in international 
arbitration and ADR as well as in commercial 
contracts, investment agreements, construction, 
real estate and sports-related disputes, he is a 
former director of the Cairo Regional Centre  
for International Commercial Arbitration and  
an Associate Professor at Université Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne.

Abdel Raouf has acted as sole arbitrator,  
co-arbitrator and chairman of arbitral tribunals  
in numerous domestic and international 
commercial arbitrations, both ad hoc and  
under institutional rules, and has acted as  
counsel for private and public entities in  
many international commercial and investment 
arbitrations. The arbitral rules that his experience 
encompasses include those of CRCICA, UNCITRAL, 
ICC, LCIA, ICSID, PCA, AAA, DIAC, CAS, DIFCLCIA, 
GCC, ADCCAC and the BCDR, and his extensive 
experience has allowed him to author and also 
co-author several legal publications on arbitration 
in Arabic, English and French.

An in-demand speaker for international 
conferences and seminars, Abdel Raouf is a 
member of the Governing Board and former 
Vice President of the International Council for 
Commercial Arbitration, a member of the board 
of trustees of the Cairo Regional Centre for 
International Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA),  
a member of the advisory committee of the  
CRCICA and an arbitrator listed in the Panel of 
Arbitrators of the Court of Arbitration for Sport.

Abdel Raouf is also conciliator designated by  
the president of the World Bank Group to serve  
on the panel of conciliators maintained by the 
ICSID, a CEDR-accredited mediator, chairman of 
the Egypt branch of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators, and an Approved Faculty List Tutor  
and Assessor at the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators (CIArb). He also holds memberships 
with the Lagos Court of Arbitration (LCA), is a 
member of the Committee for Administrative 
Decisions of the Saudi Center for Commercial 
Arbitration (SCCA), a former member of the  
Board of the Arbitration Institute of the  
Stockholm Chamber of Commerce and a former 
Vice President, the International Federation of 
Commercial Arbitration Institutions (IFCAI).

In addition, Abdel Raouf is member of the  
Editorial Board of the Journal of Arab Arbitration 
issued by the Arab Union of International 
Arbitration, as well as on the Advisory Board  
of the International Arbitration Review issued 
by the Bahrain Chamber for Dispute Resolution 
(BCDR).

Dr. Mohamed Abdel Raouf 
Abdel Raouf  Law Firm

Job title: Managing partner
Location: Nigeria
Main sectors covered: Concessions, 
employment, engineering, finance, loans, 
public-private partnerships, joint ventures
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe

A Senior Advocate of Nigeria since 2005, 
Adebayo Adenipekun of Afebabalola & Co  
is a highly accomplished arbitrator and a  
Fellow of the Charterered Institute of  
Arbitrators, both in England and Nigeria.  
He was appointed by the federal government  
in 2017 to sit as a member of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration at The Hague, where he 
now regularly sits as both a presiding and  
party-appointed arbitrator. Adenipekun’s 
skills as an arbitration counsel are also highly 
respected, and he is currently lead counsel 
representing Nigeria in an investment 
arbitration before an ICSID panel in the UK. 

In addition, Adenipekun also holds 
memberships with the LCIA and the Lagos  
court of Arbitrators, is a respected writer of  
legal texts, and an adjunct lecturer in the 
College of Law at Afe Babalola University.

Adebayo Adenipekun SAN
Afebabalola & Co
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Job title: Founding partner and head of 
dispute resolution practice group
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 45
Main sectors covered: Construction and 
infrastructure, distribution and franchising, 
energy and natural resources, international 
commercial disputes, international 
investment disputes, joint venture

Olufunke Adekoya SAN is commonly viewed  
as among Nigeria’s most highly regarded and  
well-respected arbitration professionals, on the 
back of a 45-year career which has seen her  
appear as counsel for major international 
companies and as an arbitrator at some of the 
world’s foremost arbitration centres. Frequently 
conducting arbitrations under the rules of the  
ICC, ICSID, UNCITRAL and LMAA, the cases  
Adekoya works on are wide-ranging, but  
frequently located in the energy, construction  
and real estate sectors. She recently acted as  
co-counsel representing a London-based energy 
firm in a dispute related to the upstream oil  
sector. This landmark case, which is currently  
being contested in Nigerian courts, could see 

Adekoya’s client awarded more than US$1bn if  
the courts rule in their favour. 
Other recent arbitrations she has been involved 
in include an oil sector dispute regarding an 
equity re-determination process and a number 
of investor-state arbitrations in the agriculture, 
electricity and mining sectors. Adekoya is present 
on a number of arbitral panels, including the 
ICSID chairman’s panel of arbitrators, the Kigali 
International Arbitration Centre, the Lagos Regional 
Centre for International Commercial Arbitration, 
and the panel of neutrals of both the Lagos 
Multi-Door Court House. She also holds board 
memberships with the Lagos Court of Arbitration 
and the African Users Council of the LCIA, and is 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the Cairo 
Regional Centre for International Arbitration, as 
well as a member of the Court of Arbitration for 
the MCCI Arbitration and Mediation Centre in 
Mauritius. 

A founding partner at ÆLEX where she heads the 
dispute resolution practice group, Adekoya is also 
a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
and formerly Chairman of its Nigerian Branch. A 
strong proponent of the future professional growth 
of female lawyers, she is also a member of Arbitral 
Women, International Chamber of Commerce, and 
the International Bar Association.

Olufunke Adekoya SAN
ÆLEX

Job title: Founding and managing director
Location: UK

Dr. Rukia Baruti is a founding member and 
secretary general of the African Arbitration 
Association with an impressive reputation as 
one of the leading African arbitration specialists. 
In demand both as sole and wing arbitrator, 
especially for international investment disputes 
related to Africa, she has also found significant 
appeal as an arbitration counsel and tribunal 
secretary, and has experience of arbitration rules 
of a number of institutions including those of 
the ICC, UNCITRAL, ICSID, SCC and the LCIA.

A snapshot of Baruti’s recent arbitration work 
includes acting as sole arbitrator in a telecoms 
dispute involving African parties at the ICC and 
a number of arbitrations at the LCIA. Among the 
most salient of these is a demurrage dispute 
involving a European company and a state 
entity in India, one between African parties over 
an exclusivity agreement and another between 
a British Virgin Islands and an Australian 
company in a dispute arising from a service 
agreement.

Dr. Rukia Baruti
Africa International Legal Awareness
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Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 32
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(2015) 
Main sectors covered: Energy, financials, 
telecommunications

An arbitration and alternative dispute resolution 
specialist, Adeniyi Adegbonmire SAN represents 
a wide range of clients in arbitration matters 
on behalf Aluko & Oyebode. His work in the oil, 
banking and telecoms sectors is of particular 
note. Clients report they are particularly 
pleased with his pragmatic approach to dispute 
resolution, which effectively compliments his 
breadth of knowledge and depth of experience. 
Adegbonmire is regularly engaged in both ad 
hoc and rules-based arbitrations on behalf of 
both Nigerian and multinational companies.  
  
He has acted as lead counsel to one of the 
parties in an ICC arbitration initiated by 
Waltersmith related to an agreement made in 
2010 concerning the purchase of a Nigerian 
oil block. Adegbonmire worked both on the 
domestic arbitration which led to an award 
published in 2012, and the international 
proceedings which followed on from this. 
Adegbonmire has also worked as a counsel in an 
arbitration against the Ogun State Government, 
and has been sole arbitrator in a commercial 
dispute between Logistics Xpeditors Limited 
and Lafarge Africa Plc. 

Adeniyi Adegbonmire SAN 
Aluko & Oyebode 

Job title: Managing partner – Casablanca
Location: Morocco

Well-regarded by many Moroccan legal industry 
experts as amongst the best business lawyers 
in Francophone Africa, Hicham Naciri is also 
highly thought of in the arbitration sphere. As 
managing partner of Allen & Overy’s Casablanca 
office, he is particularly prized for his advice 
relating to PPP transactions and large financing 
deals. 

Naciri has acted as co-arbitrator in a number 
of commercial arbitrations over the past 
three years, and acted for UPM Holding, MK 
Holding, ESIAGM and Mohamed Kabbaj in a 
matter concerning its arbitral award against TIA 
Investments in the ICC Paris, with regards to an 
application for exequatur before a Moroccan 
court. In another notable recent investment 
arbitration, Naciri acted for the defence in an 
investment treaty claim brought by Corral 
Morocco Holdings, a Swedish company owned 
by Saudi Arabian billionaire Sheikh Mohammed 
Al-Amoudi, under the Sweden-Morocco bilateral 
investment treaty. He has also been active 
in energy sector disputes, representing oil 
companies in various proceedings related to the 
liquidation of Samir, Morocco’s sole oil refinery. 

Hicham Naciri   
Allen & Overy

Job title: Founder and partner
Location: Nigeria

Olasupo Shasore is founding partner in the 
law firm of Africa Law Practice NG & Co, a 
commercial law firm in Nigeria. As a ‘seasoned 
arbitrator and strategic litigator’, he has thirty 
years of experience acting for sovereign,  
sub-national and private international parties 
in international commercial and investment 
arbitration/litigation and other advisory 
capacities. He has particularly deep experience 
in investor-state arbitration and is among the 
leading African counsel for ICSID cases and 
investment related disputes.

He was Attorney General and Commissioner for 
Justice (Lagos State, Nigeria) from 2007 to 2011, 
former chairman of the Lagos State Law Reform 
Commission (until 2015) and former president 
of the Lagos Court of Arbitration (LCA). Here 
Shasore led initiatives on the reform of the 
arbitration laws and led the amendment of the 
LCA Rules (2013) to provide for “special measure” 
emergency arbitrators.

Olasupo Shasore SAN
Africa Law Practice NG & Co
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Job title: Founder and partner 
Location: Sudan
Main sectors covered: Employment, 
construction, joint ventures, financials

A highly regarded arbitration expert who 
provided expert commentary on Sudan’s 
ground-breaking 2016 arbitration act, Ahmed 
Bannaga is founder and partner of Bannaga & 
Fadlabi. He has been an expert international 
arbitration his whole career, having achieved an 
LLM from SOAS University of London with this 
as his specialisation. His credits as an arbitrator 
include appointments at both the Arab Centre 
for Arbitration and the Sudanese Arbitration 
and Conciliation Centre, the two most highly 
recognised arbitral centres in Sudan. 

Recent local arbitration cases include those 
related to construction, partnerships, tort, and 
contractual relationships, which shaped his legal 
practice in arbitration. He has also represented 
international companies, with particularly 
notable clients being Omdurman National 
Bank and Ba’boud Company for Trading. He 
has also been involved in cases against Bank of 
Khartoum and Qatar Charity. 

Ahmed Bannaga 
Bannaga & Fadlabi 

Job title: Managing partner and head 
of the litigation and dispute resolution 
practice 
Location: Ghana
Number of years in practice: 28
Main sectors covered: Construction, 
infrastructure, transport, energy, TMT, 
employment

Ace Anan Ankomah is a member of the Panel of 
Arbitrators of the ICSID and also had a period 
serving the Court of Arbitration of the ICC. An 
experienced and highly effective arbitrator and 
arbitration counsel, he is a managing partner 
at Bentsi-Enchill, Letsa & Ankomah, heading up 
its litigation, arbitration and dispute resolution 
Practice.

Ankomah takes a hands-on approach towards 
improving the legal sector in Ghana. As well 
as teaching at the University of Ghana, he 
is a keen advocate for a more laissez-faire 
approach by the courts in interfering in 
arbitrations, allowing for a more expansive 
alternative dispute resolution scene to emerge 
in the country. He has also written extensively 
on topics related to arbitration, and, more 
broadly, on socio-political matters in Ghana 
and how these relate to legal issues.

Ace Anan Ankomah 
Bentsi-Enchill, Letsa & Ankomah 

Job title: Partner
Location: Nigeria
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(2015) 
Languages: English, French, Italian, German

Abimbola Akeredolu‘s wide-ranging experience 
in commercial arbitration is enhanced by her 
knowledge of English, French, Italian and 
German, making her an ideal consultant for 
overseas businesses or a candidate to preside 
over international arbitrations. The first ever 
female Attorney General and Commissioner 
for Justice in Ogun State, in which she served 
between 2013-15, she was also made a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria in 2015. 

Her recent arbitration experience is extensive, 
and includes representing Julius Berger Plc in an 
LCIA arbitration concerning a dispute that arose 
following the construction of a cement plant in 
Nigeria.

Abimbola Akeredolu 
Banwo & Ighodalo
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Job title: Senior disputes and arbitration 
partner
Location: Kenya 
Main sectors covered: Constitutional and 
judicial review, international and local 
arbitration
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe

Evans Monari is a senior disputes and arbitration 
partner at Bowmans (Coulson Harney LLP) and is an 
advocate of the High Court of Kenya. Monari is an all-
round litigator involved in a myriad of commercial, 
civil, judicial review, constitutional and high-profile 
criminal briefs.

He is a skilled advisor and has defended several 
private public bodies in multi-jurisdictional disputes. 
He is often instructed in bespoke complex regional/
international commercial disputes and international 
arbitrations as well as matters involving public 
international law. He is also a chair of public listed 
companies as well as local and international 
charities. 

His expertise as a leading practitioner is 
acknowledged by multiple leading international 
directories, where clients hold him in high regard 
for the many solid years behind him and equally 
recognise him for his ‘good understanding of  
the commercial issues at stake’. Others add that  
he is ‘very thoroughly prepared and offers good 
advice.’

Monari was part of the legal team that successfully 
represented The Republic of Kenya in an 
international investor-state arbitration which arose 

as a result of the forfeiture of a geothermal resources 
licence (ICSID Case No. ARD 15/7 Walam v GOK). 

WalAm Energy LLC (WalAm) was granted a licence 
on 5 September 2007 by the then Minister for Energy 
to explore geothermal resources at Suswa within the 
Republic of Kenya. After receiving notice, WalAm’s 
licence was forfeited and the Suswa Geothermal 
Field was allocated to the Geothermal Development 
Company (GDC) for exploration. WalAm instituted 
arbitration proceedings against The Republic of 
Kenya in which it sought an order declaring that 
Kenya’s forfeiture of the licence was illegal, null and 
void and an order that Kenya, through its Ministry 
of Energy, reinstate the licence and pay all damages 
suffered by WalAm from the date of the forfeiture of 
the licence. The Tribunal found that the then Minister 
for Energy exercised proper discretion in forfeiting 
the licence, having considered the lack of progress 
by WalAm. Upon finding that the licence had been 
forfeited in accordance with its terms and statutory 
framework under which it was issued, the Tribunal 
observed that the Minister was entitled to re-issue 
the licence. 

He also acted on an arbitration between a state-
owned corporation and a company in the petroleum 
sector, with Monari representing an international 
petroleum company that claims approximately 
US$24m from the state-owned corporation on 
account of a repudiatory breach of contract and 
arbitrary refusal to accept a shipment of petroleum 
products.

His other stand-out matters include an arbitration 
between multinational fiber optic services supplier 
and a Kenyan statutory corporation. Here Monari 
represented a local supplier of fiber optic, satellite 

and international carrier services that had invested in 
and installed an extensive fiber optic infrastructure 
network in Kenya which was subsequently 
decommissioned on account of the construction 
of the standard gauge railway by the statutory 
corporation. Monari and the Bowmans team filed a 
claim on behalf of their client in arbitration seeking 
compensation for the loss occasioned on account of 
the destruction of its fibre optic cables.

In conversation with…

‘As a firm, Bowmans offers eight offices in six 
African countries and over 400 specialist lawyers. 
We draw on our unique knowledge of the business 
and socio-political environment to advise clients 
on a wide range of legal issues in arbitration. The 
nature of our arbitration practice is regional and 
this sets us apart. We have developed expertise 
across various business sectors and have experience 
in arbitrating under the rules of all major arbitral 
institutions. We conduct arbitrations not only in the 
Eastern and Southern Africa region but all over the 
world, whatever the language of the arbitration, 
the governing law of the dispute, the applicable 
arbitration rules or the subject matter of the dispute. 
Our membership of, and active participation in, 
regional arbitration associations (such as the China 
Africa Joint Arbitration Centre; Kenya’s Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators and Dispute Resolution 
Centre; the Arbitration Foundation of South Africa; 
and the Association for International Arbitration in 
Uganda) aid our ability to find innovative ways to 
settle disputes.

Evans Monari
Bowmans (Coulson Harney LLP)
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As counsel, I offer our clients expertise in Kenyan 
law in arbitration and dispute resolution. Beyond  
this, I offer project management of arbitration 
disputes by leading and coordinating the legal  
team to handle disputes on behalf of our clients. I 
get right into the detail of any of our clients’ disputes 
from the start and am involved in the tactical 
decisions. A skilled counsel must be quick in picking 
up everything and coming to a sensible commercial 
view. I understand the commercial needs of our 
client’s business and have the ability to think outside 
of the box and come up with creative and innovative 
solutions and defences for our clients. From my 
experience in handling multi-jurisdictional disputes, 
I offer our clients expert advice on significant 
arbitrations. 

The Kenyan arbitration space is slowly but firmly 
growing. The Kenyan Arbitration Act, the main 
arbitration statute, is based on the UNCITRAL model 
law. Kenya has also ratified the New York Convention 
which ensures that commercial parties would be able 
to access an alternative way to resolve their domestic 
or international disputes in Kenya. Kenya has over 
1000 trained arbitrators, many of whom are members 
or associate members of the CIArb – Kenya Branch. 
Kenyan judicial officers, particularly those in the 
Commercial Division of the High Court, are trained 
in arbitration and the court’s role in the arbitration 
process. In 2013 the Kenyan government passed an 
act of Parliament establishing the Nairobi Centre of 
International Arbitration as an independent body 
tasked with promoting Kenya as a venue of efficient 
arbitration services and an excellence centre for 
research and training of professionals in arbitration 
and mediation.’  n
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Job title: Founding partner
Location: Algeria
Main sectors covered: Energy, construction, 
financials, insurance, maritime, public 
works
Geographical areas of focus: North Africa, 
France
Languages: French, English, Arabic

Mohammed Chemloul founded the his 
eponymous firm in 2002 after a 27-year career 
with Sonatrach, with his last role for the Algerian 
state oil producer being secretary general. 
There, he was involved in the supervision and 
management of several international arbitration 
proceedings conducted under ad hoc and ICC 
institutional rules. He has since used his own 
extensive experience as an arbitration counsel 
to establish Chemloul & Associés, a leading 
dispute resolution boutique in Algeria.

Since then, he has been sponsored by Algeria 
to be one of its four designated members of the 
ICSID Panel of arbitrators, with a term stated to 
end in 2023, and was previously vice chairman 
of the International Court of Arbitration of the 
ICC. 

Mohammed Chemloul 
Chemloul & Associés

Job title: Partner
Location: Nigeria
Admissions: Nigeria (as a barrister and 
solicitor) and England & Wales (as a solicitor)

Adedoyin Afun is chair of Bloomfield Law  
Practice’s dispute resolution, corporate, finance 
and securities, aviation and logistics and shipping 
and oil services practice groups. His experience 
includes arbitration and litigation regarding 
corporate and commercial, shipping, oil servicing, 
aviation, logistics, finance, insurance, commodities 
and energy disputes, the structuring and 
implementation of complex multimillion-dollar 
transactions, cross border joint ventures, ship  
and aircraft finance and lease, registration of 
ship and aircraft mortgages and interests, port 
concessions, corporate restructuring, regulatory 
compliance and other wider ranging issues. 

Recently, he acted as lead counsel in an arbitration 
proceeding on behalf of an indigenous energy 
group, with operations majorly in the downstream 
sector of Nigeria’s oil and gas industry. He is 
currently providing expert/arbitration legal 

advisory services to an indigenous, dominant 
cement manufacturing company in connection 
with a protracted commercial dispute involving 
natural gas supply for by a leading oil and gas 
company in Nigeria. He has also represented 
several foreign and domestic parties in relation 
to the recognition and enforcement of foreign 
and domestic arbitral awards, with commendable 
success rates.  

Afun holds an LLB (Hons) from Nigeria’s  
premier university, University of Ibadan, an  
LLM (International Commercial and Maritime  
Law) from Swansea University, Wales; and he  
is dually qualified to practice in Nigeria (as a  
barrister and solicitor) and England & Wales  
(as a solicitor).

He is a member of the Nigerian Bar Association, 
Law of Society of England & Wales, International 
Bar Association, Nigerian Maritime Law Association, 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK), London 
Maritime Arbitrators Association (LMAA), Maritime 
Arbitrators Association of Nigeria, Business Recovery 
and Insolvency Practitioners Association of Nigeria 
and The Association of Average Adjusters UK.

Adedoyin Afun 
Bloomfield Law Practice
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Job title: Partner, director and national CEO,  
South Africa
Location: South Africa
Main sectors covered: Corporate 
restructuring, energy, environment and 
natural resources, government, infrastructure, 
employment

Zaeem Soofie is chief executive officer and a 
senior partner at the Dentons’ South African office, 
and was previously a group leader and assistant 
general counsel for BP’s global lubricants and 
new markets businesses in London. A lawyer with 
over 20 years of domestic and international legal 
experience, his dispute resolution background 
includes extensive arbitration experience, 
including a case before the London Court of 
International Arbitration, arbitrating significant 
damages claims brought by a purchaser in one 
of the largest disposals of downstream oil and 
gas assets in Africa across multiple jurisdictions. 
Soofie has also been involved with a number 
of cases at the Arbitration Foundation of South 
Africa, in sectors from construction to oil and gas. 
Here, cases he worked on include acting before 
an arbitral panel consisting of the former Chief 
Justice of South Africa and two former justices of 
the formerly-named Appellate Division, as well 
as several regulatory arbitrations, most notably 
succeeding in one of the first arbitrations under 
s12(B) of the Petroleum Products Act 120 of 1977. 
Soofie has also taken part in cases before the 
Advertising Standards Authority of South Africa in 

relation to false and misleading advertising, and 
the Commission for Conciliation, Mediation and 
Arbitration (CCMA) in several labour matters.

In addition to his practice experience, he has also 
spoken publicly on arbitration and alternative 
dispute resolution, including at events hosted by 
the ICC in London as a panel member on the theme 
of “The Future of Arbitration in Africa” in 2016, and 
in 2017 at the International Arbitration Summit in 
London speaking on “International Arbitration in 
Emerging Markets”.

Zaeem Soofie 
Dentons
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Job title: Partner
Location: Kenya

Michi Kirimi is both a partner and the 
Africa region leader for the Dentons Global 
Employment practice group at Nairobi City-
based Dentons Hamilton Harrison & Mathews. 
With over two decades of legal experience, 
much of which related to commercial 
arbitration, she is a major asset for the firm. 

A regular in ICC arbitration proceedings, Kirimi 
represents a diverse base of domestic and 
international clients on the back of her wide-
ranging knowledge of Kenyan employment law, 
an area in which she is regarded to be a regional 
expert. She is also in demand for disputes 
arising in the banking, insurance and intellectual 
property sectors.

Michi Kirimi
Dentons Hamilton Harrison & Mathews

Job title: Managing partner
Location: Nigeria

Adedoyin Rhodes-Vivour, Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria, is the managing partner of Doyin Rhodes-
Vivour & Co, Solicitors, Advocates and Arbitrators. 
She is a chartered arbitrator, a fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK) and a CEDR 
UK-accredited mediator. 

She has practiced law for nearly 40 years 
and specialises in commercial transactions, 
international and domestic arbitration and 
alternative dispute resolution. She appears as 
counsel before the superior courts of Nigeria 
and represents parties as counsel in arbitration 
proceedings. Her areas of expertise include 
energy and natural resources, construction and 
infrastructural projects, maritime, labour, banking 
and finance, telecommunications, franchise and 
commercial disputes generally. Rhodes-Vivour 
has been pivotal in assisting various disputants 
resolve their commercial disputes outside the 
court system. She has also acted as consultant to 
regulatory bodies for drawing up arbitration/ADR 
industry specific schemes (Nigeria Communications 
Commission (NCC), Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC)). 

As both arbitrator and counsel she has acted in a 
vast number of cases and has extensive experience 
under institutional rules including the UNCITRAL, 
ICC and LCIA Rules and in ad-hoc proceedings. 
Rhodes-Vivour is a member of the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) International Court 
of Arbitration and the ICC Arbitration & ADR 

Commission. She is a vice president of the London 
Court of International Arbitration (LCIA) African 
Users’ Council. She is a member of the International 
Law Association International Committee on 
International Commercial Arbitration and pioneer 
Chair of the Nigerian Branch Committee of the 
International Law Association (ILA). She is a 
member of the Singapore International Arbitration 
Centre (SIAC) Users Council. She was a member of 
the Court, Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), 
The Hague, Netherlands. Mrs Rhodes-Vivour SAN 
is a member of ArbitralWomen and Co-Chair of the 
Equal Representation in Arbitration (ERA) Pledge 
African Sub-committee.

Adedoyin Rhodes-Vivour 
Doyin Rhodes-Vivour & Co
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Job title: Founding partner
Location: Nigeria
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria (2009)
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe, 
Middle East

Appointed as a member of the International 
Chamber of Commerce’s International Court of 
Arbitration in 2006 and a former vice president 
of the ICC Commission on Arbitration, Dorothy 
Udeme Ufot SAN became a Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria in 2009. A specialist in international 
arbitration generally, Ufot is particularly capable 
in investment treaty arbitrations and the 
enforcement of foreign arbitral awards.

Her recent arbitration work includes being 
appointed as an arbitrator by the ICC International 
Court of Arbitration, the LCIA, the Arbitration 
Institute of the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce 
and the Dubai International Arbitration centre, 
as well as by state governments and public and 
private companies Africa, Europe and UAE-based 
arbitrations. Ufot has also served as co-arbitrator 
in a multi-billion-dollar oil dispute involving the 
Nigerian state oil entity and also as a sole arbitrator 
appointed by the LCIA, the Regional Centre for 
Commercial Arbitration Lagos and the DIAC. 

A fellow of the UK Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators and a chartered arbitrator, Ufot is a 
former member of the Court of Arbitration of the 
International Chamber of Commerce, a member 
of the Court of Arbitration of the Casablanca 
International Mediation and Arbitration Centre in 
Morocco and a former vice chair of the arbitration 
committee of the International Bar Association. 
She is currently half way through a six-year 
term on the panel of arbitrators of the ICSID, 
during which she has presided over a number 
of important disputes, and is a member of the 
council of the ICC Institute of World Business Law. 
Ufot is also vice chair of the arbitration and ADR 
commission of ICC Nigeria and the treasurer of 
ICC’s Nigeria committee.

Dorothy Udeme Ufot SAN
Dorothy Ufot & Co

Job title: Managing partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 37
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(1999) 
Main sectors covered: Construction, 
energy, infrastructure, M&A, employment, 
engineering, real estate

Ademola Akinrele SAN’s experience in 
arbitration proceedings, gained over the 
course of an almost four-decade legal career, 
represents a consistent record of success 
in advising major clients from both the 
domestic and international scenes, and in 
the corporate and public sectors. A Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria since 1999, Akinrele has 
recently appeared as co-arbitrator before the 
International Chamber of Commerce and also 
has had notable recent cases before the ICSID. 

A Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators, Akinrele’s list of clients includes 
some of the most prominent multinationals in 
operation, including ExxonMobil and Conoco 
Phillips, as well as the Government of Lagos 
State of Nigeria. 

Ademola Akinrele SAN 
F. O. Akinrele & Co 

Job title: Partner
Location: Nigeria
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(2015) 

The youngest-ever Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
when he was appointed in 2015, Dr Oladapo 
Olanipekun SAN’s career is one of precocious 
achievement. A counsel in a number of the 
highest value commercial cases in Nigeria, he 
has also had a hand in cases of constitutional 
importance, particularly those located in the 
financial sector. 

A member of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators of the UK, Olanipekun is also a Fellow 
of the Nigerian branch, where he chairs the 
banking and finance committee.

Dr Oladapo Olanipekun SAN 
Esher & Makarios
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Job title: Principal partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 35
Number of years as an arbitrator: 17
Admissions: Nigeria, England and Wales
Main sectors covered: Oil and gas, 
infrastructure, telecoms, banking and 
finance, corporate and commercial

Professor Fidelis Oditah QC SAN is an authority 
on insolvency law. As a barrister he practices at 
the English and Nigerian Bars in a broad range 
of areas. In England, he specialises in chancery 
and commercial work, with emphasis on 
insolvency and restructuring work. He has acted 
and/or advised on virtually all major corporate 
insolvencies in the UK in the last two decades. 
In Nigeria, his practice encompasses energy, 
projects, corporate and general commercial 
law. He has advised and acted for the Federal 
Government of Nigeria in a number of the most 
significant energy and power matters, and for 
many large and medium sized companies. He 
has extensive commercial arbitration practice as 
counsel and also sits frequently as an arbitrator 
in a broad range of commercial disputes. 
Professor Oditah is President of the Nigerian 
Branch of the International Law Association. 

Prof. Fidelis Oditah QC, SAN
Fidelis Oditah & Co

Job title: Counsel
Location: Algeria
Languages: French, English

Julien Gontier is an associate with Gide 
Loyrette Nouel Algérie where he specialises in 
litigation and arbitration, public procurements 
and infrastructures projects. His experience in 
Algeria includes regularly assisting foreign and 
Algerian companies on disputes arising from 
infrastructures projects for the conclusion of 
EPC, O&M or supply contracts (negotiation, 
drafting of contractual documentation), the 
performance of these contracts (interpretation 
of contractual clauses, claims) and for 
the related litigations. In this context, he 
has assisted several foreign and Algerian 
companies in arbitration procedures relating 
to the performance of their contracts in 
several industrial sectors (water treatment, 
engineering, cement manufacturing) and 
for the enforcement of arbitration awards in 
Algeria (exequatur proceedings etc.). He also 
assists foreign and Algerian companies for 
the conclusion and performance of public 
procurement. 

A member of the Paris Bar, he worked for Gide 
Loyrette’s Paris office before joining the firm’s 
Algiers office in June 2008.

Julien Gontier 
Gide Loyrette Nouel Algérie 

Job title: Founding partner
Location: Algeria
Number of years in practice: 44
Main sectors covered: Construction, 
engineering, energy, mining
Languages: French, Arabic, English

Amine Ghellal frequently appears as an 
arbitrator before the International Chamber 
of Commerce and is regarded as amongst the 
best legal minds in Africa, particularly for his 
knowledge of the mining and minerals sector. 
An expert on Algerian law who also appears 
as an arbitrator before the Algerian Chamber 
of Trade and Industry, his encyclopaedic 
understanding of the country’s legal code and 
knowledge of contractual mechanisms and 
precautions concerning dispute resolution  
have proved extremely useful for his network  
of high-value clients. 

Ghallel is also in-demand as an arbitration 
counsel. He has advised Sonatrach on a 
number of occasions and was considered the 
company’s go-to person for arbitration advice. 
He is currently managing partner of Ghellal & 
Mekerba, a firm that, over the last 25 years, has 
established itself as one of the leading firms in 
Algeria for foreign corporations operating in  
the country. 

Amine Ghellal 
Ghellal & Mekerba
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Job title: Principal partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 37
Number of years as an arbitrator: 12
Admissions: England and Wales, Nigerian Bar
Main sectors: Oil and gas, international investment, telecoms, banking 
and finance
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe
Languages: English, French, Yoruba

A seasoned legal practitioner and chartered arbitrator, Folashade Alli has over  
35 years’ experience cutting across commercial legal practice, international trade 
and investment and international arbitration. She is the founder and principal 
partner of Folashade Alli & Associates, a full-service law firm specialising in 
international arbitration, oil and gas, banking and finance, real estate and 
intellectual property. Her international arbitration practice encompasses all 
aspects of commercial disputes including construction, oil and gas, corporate, 
maritime, energy, communication, ICT and international business involving the 
laws of various common and civil law jurisdictions including those of Nigeria and 
England & Wales. She has also served as mediator in commercial, construction 
and property development disputes.

She is Nigeria’s representative on the ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR, 
and a member of the ICC Commission Task Force on Corruption in International 
Arbitration. She is currently an executive committee member of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) UK (Nigeria Branch) and sits on the Professional 
Conduct Committee of the Institute at the headquarters in London, UK. She 
is also the immediate past Executive Secretary of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators (CIArb) UK (Nigeria Branch).

She was one of the six national consultants selected by the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation to train the Nigerian Judiciary on Intellectual Property. 
She is an active member of the International Bar Association, Women 
International Shipping and Trading Association (WISTA), and Fellow and 
Chartered Arbitrator of the Institute of Chartered Arbitrators, UK. She is also  
an approved mediator with the Lagos State Multidoor Court House.

In conversation with…

‘Corruption is the biggest issue facing international arbitration right now. 
There has been heightened global scrutiny of corruption in international 
transactions in recent years. I find this to be a welcome development towards 
ensuring the reduction of corruption, with more countries and organizations 
taking an active role over the years. As a member of the ICC Commission Task 
Force on Corruption in International Arbitration, this is something I’m always 
actively thinking about. For the practice of arbitration to thrive, we will need to 
place a premium on the measure of transparency, accountability, and integrity 
with which the arbitral process is carried out. 

[To improve the quality of arbitration in Africa] we must tirelessly promote 
the use of Africa as a seat of arbitration through the continued training and 
education of new arbitrators, legislative and judicial reforms. Africa is poised to 
be one of the fastest-growing economies in the next decade thus heralding a 
myriad of investments on the continent. It is unsurprising then that the increase 
in African-related arbitration has been robust. However, this has not translated to 
an increase in the use of Africa as a seat of arbitration. I understand that certain 
underlying factors come into play right from the negotiation of commercial 
contracts that provide for the use of arbitration as a dispute resolution 
mechanism. I would therefore advocate for positive change in terms of issues 
such as insecurity and political instability, efficiency in terms of enforcing awards, 
and Independence and Integrity of the judicial system. 

The circumstances leading up to my first appointment as sole arbitrator in  
an international case were eye-opening. Nobody prepares you adequately  
for the amount of hard work, sacrifice, perseverance, and sheer determination  
it might require to even be given an opportunity to prove yourself. I had to  
self-sponsor numerous trips abroad for training and conferences, invest my  
time and resources in supporting my national arbitration community for over 
twelve years, and volunteer a whole lot.’  n

Folashade Alli
Folashade Alli & Associates
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Business message

We were founded in 1994 and have become one 
of Nigeria’s leading business law fi rms. We have 
always had an international outlook and possess a 
reputation for, and an outstanding record of, carrying 
out critical, innovative and complex work to the 
highest standards of excellence.

We have advised and represented our clients on 
several of the most signifi cant recent developments 
in Nigerian business law practice. We undertake 
disputes, corporate, fi nancial, tax, energy, projects, 
traditional commercial and NewEconomy law 
work.

Arbitration has been central to the work of the fi rm 
from its very earliest days more than 25 years ago. 
There are 15 lawyers in our arbitration workgroup. 
Five of them are partners. Two of those fi ve are 
Senior Advocates of Nigeria with nearly 16 years 
of experience at that rank between them. The 
workgroup is cohesive and experienced.

We have done signifi cant “thought-leadership” 
work regarding arbitration: on law reform eff orts, 
publications, training lawyers and in promoting 
events highlighting the attractions of arbitration. 
We also handle mediations.

We handle arbitration matters, both in Nigeria and 
abroad, whether between two private sector parties 
or by investors against governmental defendants. We 
also do court work relating to arbitration, including 
motions to uphold arbitration agreements and to 
set aside awards. 

Most of our arbitration matters have international 
dimensions. We have worked as lead counsel, in 

support of foreign law fi rms, as arbitrators and 
as registrars to arbitrators. Speed of response, 
thoroughness, imagination, clarity of goals and 
strategy, and realism, are central elements in our 
approach.

Our arbitration work has extended to many sectors 
of the economy. Our most signifi cant energy sector 
work includes representing a Swiss-incorporated 
charterer of tankers to the nation’s largest oil 
company; and a Paris-seated arbitration against the 
Nigerian Federal Government re-awarding a US$6bn 
power sector project.

Elsewhere, we have represented a leading telephone 
network operator in several discreet claims fi led 
against it by its suppliers; Asian investors in an 
investment treaty arbitration against Nigeria; a 
private equity fi rm in a London-seated arbitration 
against their banking investees; and an international 
logistics company against a leading pan-African 
business group.

Our clients are of many nationalities and every size. 
They range from foremost global multinational 
enterprises to ambitious, home-grown fl edglings, 
from government-controlled enterprises (we have 
advised on numerous privatisations) to companies 
controlled entirely by private sector actors.

We have and maintain complementary contacts 
in Nigerian business and government circles, and 
with law fi rms and lawyers’ organisations based 
both in and outside Nigeria. We are a member 
of the Africa Legal Network (ALN), an alliance 
of leading independent law fi rms founded and 
based in Africa.

G. Elias & Co.
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Job title: Presiding partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 32
Admissions: Nigerian Bar Association,  
New York Bar
Main sectors covered: Taxation, corporate 
finance, litigation, mergers and acquisitions, 
power, oil and gas, telecommunications

Gbolahan Elias is presiding partner at G Elias & Co, 
one of Nigeria’s leading business law firms. He ranks 
as perhaps the most distinguished lawyer in Nigeria 
and is frequently cited by clients as ‘one of Africa’s 
finest legal minds’. 

Professor Elias’ involvement in the firm’s dispute 
resolution practice has been significant over recent 
years, and he has been active as both arbitrator 
and counsel in several prominent matters. His 
recent work as counsel includes advising Zhongfu 
International Investment as a claimant in a London-
seated investment treaty arbitration claim of over 
US$1.5bn – the largest treaty claim for misconduct 
by a state government in Nigeria to date – against 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria in respect of a failed 
investment in a special economic zone in Ogun 
State.

He also advised Sunrise Power and Transmission 
Company in a London-seated ICC arbitration  
against the Federal Government of Nigeria (a  
claim of over US$900m), advised and represented 
Dubai-based International Maritime & Aviation  
in its arbitration against the Zambian subsidiary  
of Africa’s leading cement producer, and advised  
and represented MTN in an arbitral proceeding 
over an alleged breach of a Consultancy Services 
Agreement in respect of a licence to render 
telecommunications services. He is currently 
involved in an ongoing representation of a  

logistics company from the Middle East in its 
arbitration against a Nigerian entity. 

Professor Elias’ practice covers much else 
besides arbitration. He has advised on numerous 
transactions in the Nigerian energy sector, including 
the largest acquisitions to date of electricity 
generation and distribution companies. He also 
advised on the development and negotiation  
of the precedent-setting power-purchase contracts 
and vesting contracts for the federal government-
backed single buyer of grid electric power. His  
recent capital markets work includes advising the 
Nigeria Mortgage Refinance Company and two 
leading commercial banks on bond programmes to 
raise in aggregate the equivalent of over US$2bn 
and the huge forthcoming initial public offering 
of MTN Nigeria. On mergers and acquisitions, he 
advised on the merger of two cement companies, 
making it the third largest publicly quoted cement 
manufacturing company in Nigeria. In commercial 
litigation, recent cases include successfully 
representing the Africa Finance Corporation to 
enforce its immunity in a suit filed against it by a 
Nigerian governmental agency.

He is a visiting professor of law at Babcock University, 
Ilishan where he teaches shipping, petroleum 
and arbitration law. He has published widely on a 
range of both historical and topical legal matters 
and served on numerous law reform committees, 
university administration boards and law journal 
editorial boards.

Professor Elias read law at Magdalen and Merton 
Colleges, Oxford. He has DPhil, BCL (first-class 
honours), MA and BA (first-class honours) degrees 
from the University of Oxford. He was called to 
the New York Bar in 1990. Professor Elias was an 
associate at the New York office of Cravath, Swaine 
& Moore (late 1989 to early 1993) and has been 
a senior advocate of Nigeria since 2005. He is a 
member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.

In conversation with…

‘Nigeria has seen a significant growth in the 
volume of arbitration over recent years, particularly 
involving cases against the government and cases 
involving Chinese investors. The two most significant 
recent cases in this regard have been the Mambilla 
Hydroelectric Project – a 3,050 MW hydroelectric 
power project that will form Nigeria’s largest power 
generating facility when completed – and a dispute 
concerning the development of a free trade zone 
near Lagos State. These two arbitrations, both 
of which involved prominent Chinese investors, 
underline the influence of inbound capital on the 
shape of disputes in Nigeria. 

The approach to arbitration involving Chinese 
entities can be very different from that of arbitration 
involving Western world investors. In contrast to 
the typical Western attitude, there is perhaps less 
of a tendency to bring lawyers early on in efforts to 
resolve disputes. It is also much more common to 
find that a major Chinese investor in Africa will be a 
government-controlled entity rather than a private 
sector actor, which means the approach to resolving 
problems is more likely to operate at a diplomatic 
level. Further, the projects Chinese investors tend to 
pursue are likely to be in the energy or infrastructure 
sectors, where a long and supportive relationship 
between all parties is necessary. All of this reduces 
the frequency of arbitration, so the fact that we are 
now seeing more arbitrations involving Chinese 
parties in Nigeria suggests that there has been a big 
increase in the level of investment from China into 
Nigeria and the rest of Africa. There is no doubt that 
the Chinese are investing in a big way. There are far 
more private sector Chinese businesspeople on the 
ground in Nigeria than most people realise, and it is 
something that goes back many years; many Chinese 
in Nigeria are second-generation residents.  

Prof. Gbolahan Elias SAN
G. Elias & Co  
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Arbitration in Nigeria has come a long way, but  
there is still much work to be done. First, courts  
are still not as pro-arbitration as they need to be. 
There are many judges who have the impression  
that arbitration is some kind of subsidiary 
adjudication. They still see it as a competitor and  
feel that they need to intervene in arbitrations  
far more often than they do. On the face of it,  
the law is very favourable towards arbitration’s 
independence, and there have been some 
favourable judicial pronouncements that judges 
should leave arbitration alone, but deep down the 
message has not fully got through. Beyond this,  
we need more lawyers with exposure to arbitration. 
This will inevitably improve over time, and there 
has already been some significant improvement, 
especially over the last five years.

A distinctive feature of G. Elias & Co’s arbitration  
and other contentious work practice is that most  
of our lawyers are well-versed in transactional 
matters. This brings a perspective that you cannot 
get from a mono-practice disputes lawyer – it  
brings commercial understanding and a deeper 
insight into the dynamics of negotiation and 
contracting and the roots of the disputes. We 
have a culture of being exhaustive in everything 
that we do. We believe in getting down to the 
details that inform strategy on arbitration; often, 
something that may look trivial or unimportant at 
the beginning of a matter can in fact turn out to be 
highly consequential. It is also a point of pride within 
the firm that any advice a client receives tends to 
indicate the realistic outcomes available to them. 
We have been counsel in a number of consequential 
arbitrations representing foreign investors against 
Nigerian government defendants. It is interesting 
that the foreign investors have been successful in 
these arbitrations.’  n

TEAM PROFILE
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Job title: Managing partner
Location: Senegal
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe, 
North America, Asia
Main sectors covered: Financials, energy, 
mining, infrastructure
Languages: French, English, Arabic, Wolof

Currently managing partner of Houda Law 
Firm, Khaled Abou El Houda is an expert on 
Senegalese and Ivory Coast law. He is equally 
respected for his broad knowledge of OHADA 
(Organisation for the Harmonization of Business 
Law in Africa) business law.

It is at OHADA that a large proportion of his 
mediation work is undertaken, and El Houda is 
a chartered arbitrator at the OHADA Common 
Court of Justice and Arbitration (CCJA) in 
Abidjan. He is also recognised as a chartered 
arbitrator at the Center of Arbitration, Mediation 
and Conciliation (CAMC) in Dakar, Senegal.

Khaled Abou El Houda    
Houda Law Firm

Job title: Founding principal partner
Location: Nigeria

Chief Joe-Kyari Gadzama is a seasoned disputes 
and commercial lawyer, and an internationally 
respected arbitrator. He is the founding principal 
partner of J-K Gadzama. Born in Mubi, Adamawa 
State, he hails from Lassa in Askira/Uba Local 
Government Area of Borno State, Nigeria. He 
was admitted into the Nigerian Bar in 1986 and 
Lincoln’s Inn (UK) in 2008. He was elevated to 
the rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) 
in 1998 (the first among the 1986 set of the 
Nigerian Law School).

His expert opinion, on the nature of damages 
recoverable under Nigerian law by family 
members of a victim of a fatal plane crash, was 
sought in Toulouse, France, before the Tribunal 
de Grande Instance de Toulouse in 2015. He 
was also Chairman, National Working Group on 
Domestication of the Rome Statute in Nigeria, 
constituted by the office of the Honourable 
Attorney General of the Federation of Nigeria  
in 2011. 

Chief Gadzama has participated as presiding 
arbitrator, party nominated arbitrator, sole 
arbitrator and lead counsel in several landmark 
commercial arbitration matters. These include 
acting as lead counsel in a US$150m+ claim 
against a national corporation for breach  
of contract. Parties challenged the award  
before the Federal High Court of Nigeria on 
jurisdiction and misconduct of the arbitrators 
while the claimant approached the UK Court  
for enforcement. 

Joe-Kyari Gadzama OFR SAN
J-K Gadzama

Job title: Partner
Location: Kenya
Main sectors covered: Finance, 
construction, employment, 
telecommunications, aviation

Peter Gachuhi has been involved in complex, 
high-value international arbitrations both as 
counsel and arbitrator over the course of his 
30-year legal career. A fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators of the UK (Kenya Branch), 
Gachuhi has conducted much of his arbitration 
work via cases located in the financial sector, but 
has also achieved success in the aviation and 
construction sector. 

Recently, he successfully managed an appeal on 
the jurisdiction of local courts in international 
arbitration in a case that has wide ramifications 
for future cases of a similar nature. An expert 
on Kenyan law, Gachuhi regularly advises 
international clients on the intricacies of the 
country’s legislative landscape. 

 

Peter Gachuhi
Kaplan & Stratton Advocates
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Job title: Senior and founding partner 
Location: Zimbabwe
Number of years in practice: 31

Davison Kanokanga is a counsel and arbitrator 
practicing in Zimbabwe for over 30 years, 
establishing an extremely positive reputation  
in the country’s arbitration community. 
In 2019, he participated as an arbitrator at the 
3rd AIAC – ICC Pre-Moot for the 26th Willem C 
Vis International Commercial Arbitrator Moot 
and 16th Willem C Vis (East) International 
Commercial Arbitration Moot, held in Kuala 
Lumpur.

Kanokanga is a panellist with a wide range of 
bodies, including the Commercial Arbitration 
Centre in Harare, the African Arbitration 
Association, Association of Arbitrators (Southern 
Africa), Arbitration Foundation of Southern 
Africa and International Council for Commercial 
Arbitration. He is also the author of the ground-
breaking book, ‘Commercial Arbitration in 
Zimbabwe’.
 

Davison Kanokanga
Kanokanga & Partners

Job title: Managing director
Location: Kenya
Number of years in practice: 42
Number of years as arbitrator: 6
Admissions: Solicitor of the Senior Courts of 
England and Wales
Main sectors covered: Energy and natural 
resources, investment, construction
Geographical areas of focus: Africa

John Miles has experience advising both 
governments and private sector entities in relation 
to energy and natural resources, fraud, and dispute 
resolution generally. He has represented a number 
of governments in Africa, including Tanzania, 
Nigeria, Ethiopia, Sudan and Uganda, as well as 
state corporation from India and China in both 
litigation and arbitration. 

He has trained government officials from Somalia 
and Ethiopia in capacity building programmes and 
worked for the World Bank, making a diagnostic 
review of Lesothan legal systems. He previously ran 
the Beijing and Cairo offices of Denton Hall and was 
a director of the ASX listed gold mining company 
Artemis Resources.

When not practicing law, he spends time on his 
very own nature reserve in Western Province,  
South Africa, which is part of a World Heritage Site. 
He has also reintroduced some 80 mountain and 
angulate tortoises into the wild, working with the 
Cape Town SPCA.

In conversation with…

‘Arbitration grew in popularity, partly on the  
basis that it was a cost-efficient way of dealing  
with commercial disputes. However, costs in 
arbitration are rising to match or exceed those in 
lengthy court battles. Eventually, parties will grow 
disillusioned and dissatisfied with the system.

I genuinely believe that resolution of international 
intra-African disputes would benefit greatly from the 
consolidation of all the arbitration centres in Africa, 
into one or two main centres, and the identification 
of one Court that can regulate procedural issues.

In one of the arbitrations I was counsel in, one 
party flagrantly flouted its duty of confidentiality, 
by providing a major local newspaper with details 
of the main hearing, and even a copy of the award, 
for publication!

Confidentiality provisions, whether in an 
Institution’s rules or as a matter of contract, are 
largely unenforceable: perhaps if there were 
consequences, such as liquidated damages, to 
parties’ breach of their duties of confidentiality, 
parties would take heed of them.’  n

John Miles 
JMiles & Co

PROFILES
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Job title: Partner in charge of the dispute 
resolution practice)
Location: Kenya
Main sectors covered: Financial services, 
consumer goods and retail, real estate

Kamau Karori’s arbitral achievements are many and 
varied, and have led to him now being considered 
the go-to arbitration specialist at DLA Piper 
Africa member firm IKM Advocates. He boasts an 
extremely impressive list of clients on his resume. 
In one particularly notable international case, 
Karori was recently engaged as counsel to defend 
the Government of Kenya in a multibillion-dollar 
investment arbitration claim at the International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). 
The investment treaty claim by Cortec Mining Kenya, 
Cortec and Stirling Capital against the Republic of 
Kenya is the highest value and most strategically 
important claim of its type Kenya has ever faced.

At domestic level, Karori has served as attorney 
and arbitrator in several high-profile arbitrations 
where awards have been upheld by local courts. 
In recognition of his status and expertise as an 
arbitrator, Karori has also been invited by the Judicial 
Training Institute to train Judges of the High Court 
and Court of Appeal on arbitration.

Through his practice as an arbitrator and as counsel, 
Karori has also been at the forefront of developing 
and shaping arbitration jurisprudence in the country. 
Some of the key cases he has been involved in 
include a dispute between Nyutu Agrovet Limited 
versus Airtel Networks Kenya and the Kenya Branch 
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators in 2019, and 
another between Kenya Breweries and Bia Tosha 
Distributors in 2010.

The former of these cases saw Karori represent the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators at the Supreme 
Court of Kenya, and involved the right of appeal  
from the determination of the High Court. The 
Supreme Court upheld the view taken by the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators-Kenya Branch  
that there ought to be a limited right of appeal  
to correct obvious injustice, and the case also 
resolved the question on whether arbitrations,  
both international and domestic, are autonomous  
or subject to local courts.

In the Kenya Breweries versus Bia Tosha Distributors 
case, Karori successfully represented a client in a 
matter where the Court of Appeal was to determine 
whether the High Court Judge was right to assume 
jurisdiction on constitutional grounds in a matter 
where the parties had entered into agreements  
that contained an arbitration clause. The Court  
of Appeal affirmed the position that the High  
Court Judge had no jurisdiction to adjudicate  
on the matter and was obligated to uphold the  
unequivocal agreement between the parties  
to refer the dispute to arbitration. This matter 
provided further clarity on the role of the court in 
promoting alternative dispute resolution in Kenya 
and quelled growing concern that the Courts were 
asserting constitutional supremacy over arbitration 
in Kenya.

Karori is an active member of the Chartered  
Institute of Arbitrators, a seasoned advocate of  
the High Court of Kenya, and has also been  
invited to attend conferences in Kenya and  
abroad as speaker or moderator by institutions 
including the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
(CIArb), the German Arbitration Institute (DIS), 
the Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration 
(NCIA) and the East Africa International Arbitration 
Conference (EAIAC).

Kamau Karori
IKM Advocates
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Job title: Founder
Location: Morocco
Number of years in practice: 52
Number of years as arbitrator: 35
Geographical areas of focus: CAR, DRC, 
Zimbabwe, Cameroun, UAE, EU
Languages: French, Arabic, English

One of North Africa’s most distinguished lawyers, 
Professor Azzedine Kettani has been practicing 
international and domestic arbitration for over 
50 years. He is a member of the ICSID panel of 
arbitrators, a member of the panel of arbitrators 
of Dubai International Arbitration Center, a 
member of the Users’ Council of Singapore 
International Arbitration Centre (SIAC), a member 
of LCIA and a member of the European Court 
of Arbitration and president of the Moroccan 
branch of the Court. He is also a member of the 
ICC Court at Arbitration, Morocco and has been 
appointed by the Moroccan Government as a 
member of the special committee for the reform 
of arbitration rules under the Moroccan Code on 
Civil Proceedings.

Azzedine Kettani
Kettani Law Firm

Job title: Partner
Location: Malawi
Main sectors covered: Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria (2015) 
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe, 
China

Noël Chalamanda is a partner at Knight 
& Knight, a Blantyre and Lilongwe-based 
firm which he co-founded in 2003 that has 
established a solid reputation within Malawi for 
arbitration-related services.

Chalamanda has many years of arbitration 
experience under his belt and holds 
memberships with the Chartered Institute 
of Arbitration London, the London Court of 
International Arbitration, the International 
Council for Commercial Arbitration and the 
African Association of Arbitration. Boasting an 
international skillset, he also holds memberships 
with the Botswana Institute of Arbitrators and 
the International Arbitration Court in Ganjiang 
New District.

Noël Chalamanda 
Knight & Knight
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Job title: Managing partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 29
Main sectors covered: Corporate and 
commercial, contracts, maritime, energy

With over 29 years of experience in legal 
practice, Priscilla Ogwemoh is one of the leading 
arbitrators and mediators in Nigeria, managing 
partner and head of the alternative dispute 
resolution practice group at KMO Legal, a firm 
which also boasts affiliate offices in the United 
States. She sits as arbitrator and mediator in 
and outside Nigeria on matters arising from 
corporate commercial law, contracts, maritime, 
shipping and energy-related disputes, among 
other areas. Ogwemoh has written several 
arbitral awards and is a fellow and member 
of the Governing Council of the Nigerian 
Institute of Chartered Arbitrators, also sitting 
as chairperson of the Institute’s Maritime 
Committee. She is a CEDR-UK-accredited 
mediator, and is listed on the panel of neutrals 
of the Lagos Court of Arbitration and the Lagos 
Multi-Door Court House, which is the first  
court-annexed alternative dispute resolution 
centre in Lagos.

Ogewmoh has received several awards and 
recognition by various organisations and 
professional bodies, and also serves on the 
boards of MRS Oil Plc and Afrinvest Securities 
Limited as non-executive director.

Priscilla Ogwemoh 
Kevin Martin Ogwemoh Legal
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Job title: Advocate
Location: Rwanda
Main sectors covered: Finance, intellectual 
property, public-private partnerships
Languages: Kinyarwanda, French, English, 
Swahili

Former registrar and project director of the 
Kigali International Arbitration Centre (KIAC), 
Gakuba Thierry Ngoga is one of Rwanda’s 
leading arbitrators. Particularly familiar with 
ICSID institutional rules, under which he has 
worked as an arbitrator on many occasions, 
Ngoga combines technical expertise with strong 
business development acumen. This made 
him the ideal choice to be first project head of 
the KIAC, a role he took on in 2012. Here, he 
appointed and advised arbitral tribunals and 
shared best practice guides with interested 
parties, proving himself a key asset to the 
burgeoning arbitration hub. 

Ngoga’s recent experience as arbitrator involves 
a dispute between East African and Northeast 
African companies arising out of an agreement 
in pharmaceutical industry, under Swiss law.

He is a former CEO of the Rwanda Bar Association 
and has also held notable in-house roles with 
government ministries. Ngoga has been active 
in managing projects at the African Institute of 
International Law, the Rwandan Justice Sector 
(JSLO), the World Bank, and the American Bar 
Association.

Gakuba Thierry Ngoga 
Legal Line Partners

Job title: Partner
Location: Namibia
Number of years in practice: 37
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(1999) 
Main sectors covered: Construction, 
energy, infrastructure, M&A, employment, 
engineering, real estate

Stephen Vlieghe commenced his articles of 
clerkship with Koep & Partners in January 2009 
and was admitted as an attorney in June 2010. 
The firm specialises in commercial litigation 
and has been involved in national arbitrations 
and alternative dispute resolution. He holds 
a BAs in Commerce and Law, and a Master’s 
degree in Law. He concentrates primarily on 
labour and employment law, divorce law, 
defamation, immigration law, family law, 
general corporate and commercial work and 
litigation. 

Vlieghe is fluent in English and conversational 
in Afrikaans.

Stephen Vliege 
Koep & Partners 
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Job title: Partner and head of arbitration
Location: Egypt

Dr Amr A. Abbas is partner and head of the 
arbitration department at Matouk Bassiouny. He 
has successfully represented clients in investment, 
commercial and sports arbitrations in ICC, ICSID, 
CRCICA and CAS arbitrations and has extensive 
experience in the construction, oil and gas, 
telecommunications, tourism, and pharma sectors. 
D. Abbas has acted as a chairman, sole arbitrator, 
and co-arbitrator in ad hoc, CRCICA and ADCCAC 
arbitrations as well as legal expert in investment 
treaty arbitration, international commercial 
arbitration and before several courts.  

Dr Abbas has acted as a legal adviser to the 
Egyptian Competition Authority between 2014 and 
2015, where he advised on pending cases as well 
as on draft laws and regulation. He has also advised 
the Ministry of Petroleum on the draft natural 
gas law and acted as Egypt’s in-country evaluator 
for the United Nations Global Compact Anti-
Corruption Collective Action Project in 2015.

Outside his practice, Dr Abbas is an academic 
at the Faculty of Law Cairo University, where he 
teaches economic legislations (investment law, 
international investment law, competition law, 
capital markets law and banking), and is the 
academic supervisor of the Faculty’s Moot Court 
Arbitration. He is an adjunct professor at the Law 
& Economic LLM program between Hamburg 
University and Cairo University. Dr Abbas is a listed 
arbitrator at the panel of arbitrators of the Egyptian 
Ministry of Justice, the Cairo Regional Centre for 
International Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA), and 
Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce Commercial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Centre (ADCCAC). 

Prior to joining Matouk Bassiouny, he worked 
with White & Case LLP and the World Bank in 
Washington DC as well as Sharkawy & Sarhan  
and Ibrachy & Dermarkar law firms in Cairo.

Dr Amr A. Abbas 
Matouk Bassiouny
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Job title: Principal counsel
Location: Nigeria
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(2004)

A Senior Advocate of Nigeria, Mike Igbokwe 
SAN is principal counsel and head of the 
dispute resolution practice of the eponymous 
firm he founded, Mike Igbokwe (SAN) & Co. 
His arbitration experience is extensive, both as 
counsel and arbitrator, with Igbokwe sitting as 
chairman and a panel member dealing with 
domestic and international disputes. 

Between 2018 and 2018 he was chairman 
of the Energy and Power Committee of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Nigeria, and at 
the end of this period he was made a member 
of the Governing Council of the Institute, in 
recognition of his wide-ranging expertise. 
Igbokwe is also a member of the Nigeria branch 
of the International Chamber of Commerce 
and is a member of the Maritime Arbitrator’s 
Association of Nigeria’s executive council.

Mike Igbokwe SAN
Mike Igbokwe (SAN) & Co

Job title: Partner
Location: Algeria
Number of years in practice: 32
Admissions: Algiers Bar, Supreme Court 
and State Council
Main sectors covered: Construction, 
banking and debt collection
Geographical areas of focus: Algeria, France
Languages: Arabic, French, English

Fatima-Zohra Bouchemla assists Algerian and 
international companies in the negotiation 
of international and commercial contracts 
and intellectual property law. She has strong 
and recognised expertise in domestic and 
international arbitration. Her main activities 
are in trademark law, distribution law and 
commercial litigation, tax, employment and 
business criminal law, and dispute resolution. 
She chaired the committee on Employment and 
Work at the Forum des Chefs d’Entreprise from 
2014 to 2019.

Fatima-Zohra Bouchemla 
LPA-CGR
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Business message

OALP is a leading full-service law firm with broad 
regulatory advisory, corporate and infrastructure 
development experience. With nearly six decades’ 
experience of advising foreign governments, 
multinational corporations, international institutions, 
governmental agencies, corporate organisations 
and individuals; the firm, for nearly six decades, has 
established a sterling reputation for a wide range 
of corporate, commercial and contentious work, 
particularly in commercial dispute resolution, energy, 
infrastructure, banking, finance and capital markets 
work and in advising government at all levels.

Olaniwun Ajayi has led the way in the use of 
arbitration in Nigeria. Our cases are often complex 
and high profile and include the landmark Procomtel 
v Celtel and Nigeria Limited Pinebridge Global 
Emerging Markets v Intercontinental Bank arbitrations. 

Led by two Senior Advocates of Nigeria, other
partners and team leads that are highly experienced

 
in arbitration, and working on behalf of a range of 
clients including commercial and government  
entities, our team focuses its efforts on ensuring  
that our clients’ matters are resolved as quickly 
 and cost-effectively as possible through  
arbitration. 

In addition to our expertise in Nigeria, we have 
also successfully represented clients in landmark 
international arbitrations around the world, notably 
including the hugely important arbitration in  
Enron v Lagos State Government. We also represented 
a local investor in the Kaduna Distribution Company 
in an ICC Arbitration against a Turkish counterparty 
taking place in Geneva and currently representing 
a high-profile oil and gas company in an LCIA 
arbitration. At all times we act pragmatically, balancing 
legal knowledge, commercial understanding and  
in-depth appreciation of our clients’ circumstances  
to achieve the best possible results for our clients.

Olaniwun Ajayi LP
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Job title: Partner and head of dispute resolution 
(Abuja)
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 25
Number of years as an arbitrator: Ten
Main sectors covered: Commercial,  
oil and gas, public finance
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe

Muyiwa Balogun, partner in the dispute resolution 
practice at Olaniwun Ajayi LP, has significant 
litigation experience and currently leads the 
dispute resolution team of the Abuja practice. 
He routinely sits as an arbitrator in complex 
commercial disputes and has acted as counsel 
in both ad hoc and institutional arbitrations. He 
has represented multinational and domestic 
corporations and government agencies in high 
profile commercial disputes and arbitration. A 
trusted advisor to many government agencies 
and international organisations, including the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, the Asset Management 
Corporation of Nigeria, the Nigerian Sovereign 
Investment Authority, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, World Bank, United States Embassy, 
Nigeria Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
USAID. 

Balogun has also contributed to shaping legislative 
and policy reforms in Nigeria, having assisted in 
the drafting of some particularly significant bills. 
Balogun has a strong insider understanding of 
the internal workings of the public sector, having 
worked for four years with the Budget Office of the 
Federation, during which time he was involved in 
advising on the legal aspects of public expenditure 
management and preparation of the Fiscal Strategy 
Paper of the Federal Government of Nigeria 
between 2003 and 2007. Balogun led the drafting 
of important bills including the Fiscal Responsibility 
Bill (now Act), the Asset Management Corporation 
of Nigeria Bill (now Act), as well as the 2015 and 
2019 Amendments to the Act, and the Banking and 
Other Financial Institutions Bill 2020 (now Act).

Muyiwa Balogun
Olaniwun Ajayi LP
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Job title: Partner and and head of dispute 
resolution (Lagos)
Location: Nigeria 
Languages: English, German 
Number of years in practice: 28
Number of years as an arbitrator: 15
Main sectors covered: Commercial, investment, 
oil and gas 
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe 

Described as one of the ‘brightest stars of African 
arbitration’, Khrushchev Ekwueme is a partner in 
the dispute resolution practice of Olaniwun Ajayi 
law firm. He specialises in international economic 
law, international dispute resolution, international 
commercial arbitration, public interest litigation 
and white-collar crime prosecution. As arbitration 
counsel he specialises in commercial disputes 
relating to telecommunications, gas, energy, 
construction disputes, the usual commercial 
disputes, and then state-investor disputes. His typical 
portfolio of clients includes large international 
companies, major Nigerian oil companies, and state 
governments. 

His recent work as counsel has included a very 
challenging ICC arbitration arising from an 
agreement related to the resale of automated 
teller machines, a case in which he represented the 
US seller. He has also recently advised on a high-
value arbitration under Turkish law arising out of a 
cooperation agreement between a Nigerian entity 
and a Turkish power conglomerate. In the early 
days of his career, Ekwueme was involved in an 
arbitration related to power purchase agreements 
for the generation and sale of electricity by Enron 
International. Khrushchev received a PhD in 
International Economic Law from the University 
of Hamburg and is also a former student of The 
Hague Academy of International Law and Visiting 
Researcher at the Harvard Law School. 

Khrushchev Ekwueme
Olaniwun Ajayi LP 
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Job title: Senior associate/team lead 
international arbitration
Location: Nigeria 
Number of years in practice: 12
Number of years as an arbitrator: Seven 
Current appointments as arbitrator: Two
Main sectors covered: Commercial, investment, 
construction, energy
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe, 
Middle East and North America

Described as one of the ‘future leaders of arbitration 
in Africa’ and by peers as ‘innovative and exceptional’, 
Abayomi Okubote is team lead of the international 
arbitration practice at Olaniwun Ajayi LP. A seasoned 
legal practitioner licensed to practice in Nigeria, 
he has been involved in numerous ad hoc and 
institutional arbitrations under LCIA, ICC, HKIAC, 
UNCITRAL, CRCICA, CIArb and ICSID rules – both 
as counsel and arbitrator. Okubote represents 
multinational and domestic corporations and 
government agencies in high profile commercial 
disputes and arbitrations, including applications for 
injunctive relief, challenges to arbitral awards and 
matters relating to enforcement. He was part of the 
team that recently successfully set aside a multi-
million dollar arbitral award on ground of public 
policy in Nigeria. 

Beyond leading big-ticket mandates, Okubote is 
the main driving force behind several important 
arbitration initiatives in Africa. He is the founder and 
president of the Association of Young Arbitrators, 
Executive Director of the Africa Arbitration Academy, 
Managing Editor of the Africa Arbitration Blog, 
Editor of the Survey on Disputes Funding in Africa 
and played a leading role in the development of 
the Africa Arbitration Academy Protocol on Virtual 
Hearings in Africa 2020, which won the “Innovation 
in Arbitration” Award at the 2020 Africa Arbitration 
Awards and was shortlisted for the Global Arbitration 

Review’s Pandemic Response Award 2020. Okubote 
is also a tutor and faculty member at the CIArb 
Diploma in International Commercial Arbitration 
programme at Oxford University and the Lagos 
Court of Arbitration Training School. He has given 
several presentations at international level and 
has published various thought-leading articles 
on international arbitration. He is a member of 

the Lagos Chamber of Commerce International 
Arbitration Centre (LACIAC) Court of Arbitration. 
Okubote’s current multiple award-winning Doctoral 
Project is developing a Model Law on Third-Party 
Funding in International Arbitration. He is a former 
student of the University College London, Paris 
Arbitration Academy, and Harvard Negotiation 
Institute. 

Abayomi Okubote
Olaniwun Ajayi LP
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Job title: Senior partner
Location: Kenya

George Oraro is the senior partner at Oraro 
& Company Advocates. With over 43 years of 
experience, he is held in high esteem for his 
arbitration, mediation and litigation expertise 
in Kenya. He specialises in administrative and 
judicial law, banking & commercial litigation, 
corporate & commercial law, employment and 
labour disputes, international trade and tax 
disputes. 

He has practised in the International Criminal 
Court, London Court of International Arbitration 
(LCIA), International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC), the Supreme Court of Kenya, Court of 
Appeal, the High Court, Employment & Labour 
Court, and various Tribunals. In 2012, he was 
conferred with the rank of Senior Counsel for 
his exemplary service to the legal profession. He 
was also appointed to serve as a Commissioner 
of Assize to assist in expediting and determining 
disputes. Aside from his legal practice, Oraro 
has served as a board member for the Capital 
Markets Authority in which he was instrumental 
in the development of the legal and regulatory 
framework for the Capital Markets in Kenya. He 
was also a member of the Nairobi Securities 
Exchange Technical committee. In 2015, Oraro 
became the fi rst Honorary Consul for the 
Republic of Lithuania.

George Oraro 
Oraro & Company Advocates

Job title: Founding partner
Location: Nigeria

Dr Olisa Agbakoba is senior partner and head of 
the arbitration and ADR practice group in Olisa 
Agbakoba Legal (OAL). He is one of Nigeria’s 
leading experts in arbitration and has presided 
over several complex arbitration cases, including 
major national and cross-border disputes relating 
to aviation (including airport terminal concessions), 
vessel charter, maritime collision, oil wells and rigs, 
telecommunications, housing development and 
construction.

He has championed legal reforms in arbitration in 
Nigeria including a National Policy on Arbitration 
and other strategic legislations. In furtherance 
to the National Policy on Arbitration and the 
promotion of Arbitration in Nigeria, Dr. Agbakoba 
introduced a Nigerian Covenant on Arbitration 
similar to the African Pledge on Arbitration. He also 
played a major role in the establishment of the 
Lagos Court of Arbitration and reforms of the Lagos 
State Arbitration Rules. He is also the brains behind 
the fi rst Law Firm Annexed Arbitration/ Mediation 
Centre in Lagos (Nigeria), the Olisa Agbakoba Legal 
(OAL) Arbitration & Mediation Centre, and was 
responsible for the design of the ADR Mechanism 
and Rules for Asset Management and Recovery 
for Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria 
(AMCON).

Dr Agbakoba was the president of the Nigerian Bar 
Association (2006-2008) and in 1987 founded the 
Civil Liberties Organization (CLO) of which he was 
the president from 1987 to 1995. He is a Fellow 
of the Nigeria Institute of Chartered Arbitrators 
and the Vice President of the Institute. He is also 
the Legal Adviser to the Institute of Chartered 
Mediators and Conciliators (ICMC) and a life 
member of the Body of Benchers. He is a member 
of the African Arbitration Association (AfAA)
and also a member of its Advocacy Committee 
working to increase the visibility of African 
Arbitrators. He is a member of the London Maritime 
Arbitrators Association (LMAA), the London Court 
of International Arbitration (LCIA) and listed as an 
Arbitrator at the Lagos Court of Arbitration. He is 
at present working with the Nigerian Economic 
Summit group for the creation of a Center for Sport 
Arbitration in Nigeria.

Olisa Agbakoba SAN
Olisa Agbakoba Legal (OAL)
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Job title: Managing partner 
Location: Nigeria
Main sectors covered: Construction and 
infrastructure, employment, energy, 
insurance, joint ventures, real estate
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, UK

Founding partner of Patreli Partners in 2004, 
Obosa Akpata holds a number of memberships 
of arbitral institutions in Nigeria, including 
the Panel of Neutrals of the Lagos Court of 
Arbitrator, the Panel of Neutrals of the Lagos 
Multi Door Court House and the Panel of 
Arbitrators of the Lagos Regional Centre. Akpata 
is also a chartered arbitrator at the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators in the UK and a former 
secretary of the Institute’s Nigeria branch.
She represents a wide variety of clients, and 
regularly acts as both sole arbitrator and panel 
member in arbitration proceedings. In addition 
to the real estate and energy sectors, Akpata 
has met with success in arbitrations related to 
construction and infrastructure, employment 
and joint venture agreements. 

Akpata is a specialist in Nigerian law, and co-
authored the second edition of the celebrated 
book, The Nigerian Arbitration Law in Focus, a 
go-to reference for those looking to understand 
the fi ner points of the Nigerian arbitration 
process.

Obosa Akpata
Patreli Partners

Job title: Senior partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 37
Number of years as arbitrator: 20
Admissions: Solicitor and Advocate of the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria (1983); Law Society 
of Ontario, Canada (2016)
Main sectors covered: Oil and gas, capital 
markets, labour and collective bargaining, 
software development and commercialisation
Geographical areas of focus: West Africa, 
particularly Anglophone West Africa (Nigeria 
and Ghana), but with some clients based in 
Togo and Côte d’Ivoire, both Francophone 
countries

Anthony Ikemefuna Idigbe is senior partner of 
Punuka Attorneys and Solicitors. He has been 
described as ‘one of the most experienced and 
well-rounded lawyers’ operating in the Nigerian 
market today.A seasoned Nigerian legal 
practitioner with over 30 years’ experience in a 
range of legal practice areas, he has advised 
clients on several complex transactions and has 
earned a reputation for being a thorough bred 
legal practitioner. 

Much of his arbitration work involves cases 
where English law applies or where London is 
selected as the seat of the arbitration. His various 
representations have included acting as counsel 

to the claimant in an arbitration between a major 
oil company and a supplier in respect of dispute 
regarding unpaid invoices for services rendered 
and, more recently, an ICC arbitration in London 
concerning a software development dispute 
between a developer and payment solutions 
provider.

He was the founder and fi rst chairman of the 
Capital Market Solicitors Association (CMSA) 
from 2001-2006, and now functions as a Trustee 
of the Association. He has also served on various 
arbitration panels, both institutional and ad-hoc, 
and is presently a member of the ICC Arbitral Panel. 

Chief Idigbe is admitted to practice law in Ontario, 
Canada and is president of the affi  liate fi rm, 
PUNUKA Consulting Inc based in Toronto, Canada. 
He is currently involved with doctoral research on 
cross-border insolvency at York University, Toronto, 
Ontario Canada.

In conversation with…

‘There are so many things stacked against
arbitration practice in Africa that it is diffi  cult to 
pick one change that can have an impact. However, 
if there is one change that can make a diff erence, 
and that made a diff erence for me, it is that Africans 
should believe in themselves. It is only them 
that can make a diff erence and bring the desired 
change to the practice of arbitration in Africa.’ n

Anthony Ikemefuna Idigbe 
Punuka Attorneys and Solicitors

PROFILES
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Job title: Chairman and founder
Location: Egypt
Main sectors covered: Energy, transport, 
real estate, construction, infrastructure, 
investor-state disputes, media
Languages: Arabic, English

Sarwat Abd El-Shahid’s 30 years of experience in 
dispute resolution place him firmly among the 
very best arbitration counsel and arbitrators in 
North Africa, and ensure he is a regular fixture 
of the Cairo Regional Centre for International 
Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA). Among his 
salient CRCICA cases as counsel, El-Shahid  
has represented an automotive company  
in a multimillion-dollar arbitration, represented 
two regional media companies under UAE 
law, and represented an international hotel 
management company in a case against a  
local hotel owner regarding the termination  
of a management agreement. As arbitrator  
at the CRCICA, El-Shahid has also presided  
over notable cases. Among these, he acted as 
co-arbitrator in dispute involving agreement for 
building and operating the passenger waiting 
area at Hurghada International Airport and a 
dispute involving the unjustified termination  
of an agency agreement for money transfers. 

He is particularly adept at operating under 
ICC rules, and recently steered the settlement 
of a multimillion-dollar arbitration between a 
hotel management and a hotel facility owner. 
El-Shahid’s expertise as counsel is further 
recognised in his actions on behalf of Société 
Générale Du Surveillance, a number of oil and 
gas companies, real estate companies, media 
conglomerates and infrastructure companies. 
On top of this, El-Shadid frequently acts for 
high-net worth individuals and state bodies. 

Sarwat Abd El-Shahid 
Shahid Law Firm

Job title: Senior partner
Location: Ghana
Number of years in practice: 45

Fui Sokpoli Tsikata is senior partner at Reindorf 
Chambers, a prominent Ghanaian law firm and 
part of the DLA Piper Africa Group of law firms, in 
turn part of the DLA Piper worldwide group. The 
firm has wide experience in advising both local and 
foreign entities in a broad range of commercial and 
corporate transactions. He has played an active 
supervisory role in many of the most significant 
transactions in which the firm has been involved.

Tsikata has substantial litigation experience 
and practises at the highest levels of the Ghana 
court system. He was one of Ghana’s advocates 
in proceedings at the International Tribunal 
on the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) relating to the 
maritime boundary between Ghana and Côte 
d’Ivoire conducted between December 2014 and 
September 2017. He assisted in the proceedings 
between Argentina and Ghana which arose out 
of the detention in Ghanaian waters (pursuant to 
a court order) of the Argentinian naval ship, the 
Ara Libertad. For a four-year period, June 2010 
to May 2014, he led his firm’s assistance to the 
Government of Ghana in international arbitration 
proceedings relating to claims based on certain 
agreements concerning a power project in Ghana. 
He has also provided support to members of the 
Government team that successfully resisted claims 
in international arbitration proceedings held 

under the auspices of the International Chamber 
of Commerce (ICC) arising from the divestiture of 
assets within a traditionally mining community 
and a mine previously operated by the State Gold 
Mining Company (SGMC).
Additionally, he has provided expert opinion on 
Ghanaian law in foreign commercial arbitration 
proceedings. He is a member of the founding 
board of directors of the African Arbitration 
Association (AfAA) and taught at the Faculty of 
Law of the University of Ghana for 29 years. 

Fui Tsikata 
Reindorf  Chambers (DLA Piper)
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Job title: Partner
Location: Nigeria
Main sectors covered: Energy, 
transportation, insurance, infrastructure, 
sports, defence contracts, utilities

Babajide Ogundipe has an arbitration career 
going back more than three decades and has 
been a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators for more than 25 years, having also 
spent three years as chairman of the Institute’s 
Nigeria branch between 2006-2009. In addition, 
he was first president of the Lagos Court of 
International Arbitration, where he continues  
to sit as a board member. 

As arbitrator, he is regularly engaged in 
arbitrations conducted under ICC, Lagos Court 
of Arbitration and UNCITRAL rules. He is often 
appointed to cases related to the oil and gas 
sector, particularly engineering and exploration 
issues, though he is also regularly involved with 
aviation, marine, finance, construction, sports 
and utilities arbitrations. Ogundipe has been 
a partner of Sofunde, Osakwe, Ogundipe and 
Belgore since he co-found the firm in 1989.

Babajide Oladipo Ogundipe 
Sofunde, Osakwe, Ogundipe & Belgore

Job title: Founding partner
Location: Egypt
Number of years in practice: 39
Languages: Arabic, English

Hazim Rizkana has over thirty years of experience 
as counsel in high profile, multimillion-dollar 
litigations and international commercial and 
investor state arbitrations, including appearances 
before the CRCICA, ICC and ICSID. 

He has extensive experience as an arbitrator 
and in advising and representing states, banks, 
and companies in international commercial and 
investment disputes covering a wide range of 
industries including, among others; construction, 
telecommunications, oil and gas, hotel 
management, waste management, tenders and 
capital markets. He has also represented clients in 
the setting aside, as well as, the enforcement of 
numerous, high profile, arbitral awards. 

In addition to his work in arbitration and litigation, 
Hazim is an accredited mediator by the Centre for 
Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR) in London and 
has represented clients in several mediations.

Hazim Rizkana was admitted to the Egyptian Bar 
Association in 1982, and is currently admitted 
before the Court of Cassation in Egypt. In 1985, he 
was registered as a patent and trademark agent. 
He is also a recognised arbitrator by the Egyptian 
Ministry of Justice.

Hazim Rizkana
Rizkana & Partners



38 ARBITRATION POWERLIST 2021

Job title: Managing partner and head of 
litigation and arbitration department, and 
intellectual property group
Location: Egypt
Number of years in practice: 35
Number of years as arbitrator: 17
Admissions: Ontario (1987), Egypt (1989)
Geographical areas of focus: Egypt, UAE and 
Gulf Cooperation Council
Languages: English and Arabic

Khaled El Shalakany is managing partner of 
Shalakany Law Office. The firm was established in 
1912 and now boasts over 60 attorneys and fee 
earners between Cairo and Alexandria. He heads 
the firm’s litigation and arbitration department and 
intellectual property groups. 

In the course of his practice in Egypt, Khaled El 
Shalakany has acted as counsel, expert and arbitrator 
in many arbitrations and court cases relating to 
construction disputes. He is considered as one 
of the leading experts on construction law in the 
Arab Middle East. These cases included the case 
concerning the construction of the Ahmed Hamdi 
Tunnel under the Suez Canal which involved the 
decennial liability of contractors. As an expert 
on construction law, he has also participated in a 
number of seminars and lectures on the FIDIC Red 
Book. As a senior partner in his firm, he oversees a 
litigation practice which handles on average 800 on-
going cases.

He acted as a legal advisor in the late 1980s and 
thenearly 1990s to the Egyptian Cabinet Information 
and Decision Support Center on intellectual property 
law and computer law in particular. In this capacity 
he wrote a number of research papers and articles 
on the protection of computer software under 
copyright law, and also assisted in the drafting of 
proposals for the amendment of regulations under 
the Egyptian Copyright Law to provide protection  
for computer software. 

Khaled El Shalakany is registered as an arbitrator 
with the Cairo Regional Center for International 
Commercial Arbitration and the Egyptian Ministry 
of Justice, and since 1997 has been a Fellow of 
the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators in London. 
He has acted as arbitrator, advocate and expert 
in over 95 international commercial arbitrations 
(including ICC, ICSID, LCIA, DIAC, CRCICA and Bahrain 
GCC arbitrations). His common law and civil law 
experience and credentials have allowed him to 
bridge some of the differences between the legal 
concepts of the civil law systems and those of the 
common law. 

He obtained his B.Eng. in electronics and 
communications engineering, with distinction, 
from the Faculty of Engineering, at Cairo University. 
After graduating he joined IBM Egypt as a computer 
system engineer. This engineering background has 
allowed him to deal with complex technical and 
engineering issues. 

Khaled El Shalakany is one of the founding members 
of the Egyptian Social Democratic Party that was 
formed after the 2011 revolution. He is a founding

member of the Egyptian Society of Information 
Management and the Egyptian Society for the 
Protection of Industrial Property. He is the principal 
founder and Chairman of the Egyptian ADR 
Association that is pioneering the application in 
Egypt of mediation for the settlement of business 
disputes. 

He is also an amateur Egyptologist. In 2019, 
he obtained through distance learning an 
undergraduate Certificate in Egyptology from  
the University of Manchester and is currently 
enrolled in the University’s distance learning  
MA in Egyptology program.

Khaled El Shalakany
Shalakany Law Office
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Job title: Managing partner
Location: Ghana
Main sectors covered: Construction 
and infrastructure, M&A, employment, 
financials, hospitality and leisure, 
insurance, intellectual property, joint 
ventures, real estate, sport

Among Ghana’s foremost experts in arbitration, 
Thaddeus Sory is the founding and managing 
partner of Sory@Law and boasts extensive 
experience as an arbitrator and arbitration 
counsel. He has counted a number of high-
level companies and institutions among his 
clients, perhaps most famously the Ghana 
Football Association, whom he assisted to win 
a major recent arbitral award in a dispute with 
telecommunications firm Globacom Ghana. In 
addition, he has had a hand in some of Ghana’s 
most notable domestic arbitrations over 
recent years and, on the back of this, regularly 
advises overseas counsel who are engaged in 
arbitrations related to Ghanaian law. 

Sory’s long-term partnership with the Ghana 
Football Association is just one example of 
a number of high-level clients he regularly 
represents in some of Ghana’s largest 
commercial disputes. He has also represented 
public institutions including the Commission 
on Human Rights and Administrative Justice, 
the National Commission on Civic Education, 
Kumasi Metropolitan Assembly, and the Volta 
River Authority.

Thaddeus Sory
Sory@Law

Job title: Managing partner
Location: Nigeria

Dr Babatunde Ajibade SAN is managing partner 
of SPA Ajibade & Co. Since his admission to 
the Nigerian Bar in 1989, Dr Ajibade has been 
engaged in active and full-time corporate and 
commercial practice, save for time taken out to 
pursue his postgraduate education. His area of 
academic specialization is in the field of Private 
International Law, with particular interest in the 
law relating to the recognition and enforcement 
of foreign judgments. He has been involved 
in all aspects of corporate and commercial 
dispute resolution in Nigeria, and has expertise 
in litigation involving the recognition and 
enforcement of foreign judgments, banking law, 
intra-company shareholder disputes, as well as 
insolvency and insurance litigation. Several of 
the matters in which he has been involved have 
come before the highest appellate courts in 
Nigeria, the Court of Appeal and the Supreme 
Court and are reported in Nigerian Law Reports. 
Dr Ajibade also has extensive experience in 
all aspects of commercial arbitration, both 
domestic and international, as well as in 
investment treaty arbitration.

Dr Babatunde Ajibade SAN
SPA Ajibade & Co
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Job title: Managing partner 
Location: Egypt
Main sectors covered: Investments, 
construction, energy, banking, customs, loans, 
mergers and acquisitions, capital markets
Geographical areas of focus: North Africa, 
Europe, United States
Languages: Arabic, English, French

Founder and managing partner of Kosheri, Rashed 
& Riad since 2001, Professor Tarek Fouad A Riad 
is one of the most highly acclaimed arbitrators in 
Egypt and has also been highly sought after for his 
arbitration consultancy. 

He has been appointed as expert on Egyptian law 
in numerous arbitrations, including those before 
the ICC, the Commercial Court in London and in 
front of a number of US courts. He also boasts an 
extremely impressive list of clients, including large 
international firms like Caterpillar, Lockheed Martin, 
Four Seasons, Samsung, Colgate and AT&T.

Professor Riad has acted as counsel, co-arbitrator, 
sole arbitrator and chairman in a number of 
commercial arbitration proceedings, and is 
registered as an arbitrator at the Abu Dhabi 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Qatar 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the 
Gulf cooperation Council Commercial Arbitration 
Centre. He is also a designated member of the 
ICSID panel of arbitrators and conciliators. In 
Professor Riad’s various arbitration roles, he has 
been involved in cases under the rules of the 
ICC, the Cairo Regional Arbitration Centre, the 
Dubai International Arbitration Centre, the Gulf 
Corporation Council Commercial Arbitration Centre 
in Bahrain, the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, the Swiss Chambers’ Arbitration 
Institution in Geneva and UNCITRAL. 

Professor Riad was chairman of the executive 
committee of the Dubai International Arbitration 
Centre from 2013 to 2019, alternate member of the 
ICC International Court of Arbitration from 2012 to 
2018, and was a member of the scientific council of 
the ICC World Business Law Institute. 

Prof. Tarek Fouad A Riad
Tarek Riad – Legal Consultants and Attorneys at Law

Job title: Senior partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 36
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(2003)
Main sectors covered: Maritime, energy, 
banking, construction, public sector, IP

Yemi Candide-Johnson SAN is one of the most 
widely-respected arbitrators and arbitration 
counsel in the country, a fact borne from his 
position as president of the Lagos court of 
Arbitration and his status as a Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria. A fellow of the Chartered Institute 
of Arbitrators in 1996, Candide-Johnson is in 
particular demand to work on arbitrations 
related to the construction, energy and public 
sectors. 

His arbitral experience is extensive, with 
examples of his work as counsel including 
engagements with Broad Communications 
on a series of ICC arbitrations concerning the 
ownership of Celtel, in a London-based ICC 
arbitration between Nigerian and Danish 
entities regarding trade mark licensing, and as 
lead counsel with a multinational petroleum 
company in an international arbitration related 
to an oil field utilisation agreement. Examples 
of arbitrations he has chaired include an ICC 
arbitration regarding an oil field construction 
dispute and a tribunal for breach of oil service 
vessel and chartering contracts. As sole 
arbitrator, he has also appeared in notable  
cases related to Islamic finance leases and oil 
drilling contract disputes. 

Yemi Candide-Johnson 
Strachan Partners
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Job title: Partner 
Location: Nigeria

Godwin Omoaka SAN is a Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria with over twenty years of active arbitration 
and courtroom experience relating to a wide 
variety of disputes in the oil and gas industry, 
construction industry and taxation, anti-bribery 
and corruption, spanning complex commercial 
and taxation law issues, general civil litigation, 
energy law, copyright law, securities transactions, 
commercial arbitration and other forms of 
alternative dispute resolution.

He has provided a broad range of legal advice 
and representation to a wide variety of clients 
including multinational corporations, with 
clients recognising his strong trial capabilities in 
arbitration and other forms of alternative dispute 
resolution such as mediation and negotiation. 
His arbitration experience is wide-ranging, and 
he has represented a number of prominent firms, 
particularly in the oil and gas sector. Omoaka was 
part of the team that successfully represented 
the Erha Production Sharing Contract Contractor 
Group in an ad hoc international arbitration against 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation, 
and represented the Contractor for the Usan oil 

field in an approximately US$1.5bn cost-recovery 
arbitration claim against the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation. He also led the team 
that successfully represented an exploration and 
production company at the London Court of 
International Arbitration in a multimillion-dollar 
case and acted for Total Upstream Nigeria in 
the successful defence of a lawsuit initiated by 
Samsung Heavy Industries Nigeria.
Outside of the energy sector, Omoaka also led 
the team that represented Clear Trust Capital and 
its associated company over a dispute that arose 
from a Share Sale and Purchase Agreement, and 
represented UAC of Nigeria and its subsidiary, UAC 
Foods, in a multi-million commercial arbitration 
initiated by two of its franchisees in respect of an 
alleged unlawful termination of their franchise 
agreements.

Omoaka sits on the board of the Lagos Court of 
Arbitration. He is also a member of the London 
Court of International Arbitration, the Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce International Arbitration 
Centre, and the African Arbitration Association. He 
is also a Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution-
accredited mediator, as well as a Fellow and 
Governing Council Member of the Institute of 
Chartered Mediators & Conciliators.

Godwin Omoaka SAN
Templars

Job title: Partner
Location: Nigeria
Admissions: Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(2010)
Main sectors covered: Energy, 
telecommunications, maritime 
and aviation, intellectual property, 
employment, construction, financials

Etigwe Uwa SAN’s arbitration experience spans 
a large range of industry sectors, from energy 
to intellectual property and employment. In 
particular, he has developed a reputation as one 
of the foremost experts on Nigerian aviation 
law and is regularly consulted with by clients in 
this sector. A Senior Advocate of Nigeria since 
2010 and a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators, Uwa is head of Streamsowers and 
Kohn’s dispute resolution practice and is a well-
known name in Nigerian arbitration circles.
Uwa is a member of the board of directors of 
the Lagos chamber of Commerce International 
arbitration centre, and co-chair of the arbitral 
centre’s energy technical committee. He is also 
a member of the Association of International 
Petroleum Negotiators where he utilizes the 
wealth of expertise he has amassed in energy 
dispute resolution. 

Etigwe Uwa SAN
Streamsowers and Kohn
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Job title: Managing partner
Location: Kenya
Number of years in practice: 30
Number of years as an arbitrator: 15
Admissions: Kenya Bar
Main sectors covered: Technology, 
construction, financial services
Languages: English, Kiswahili

John Ohaga is managing partner and co-head of 
dispute resolution at TripleOKLaw. Described as, ‘a 
leading counsel for complex arbitration’ and ‘one of 
Africa’s finest lawyers for complex disputes’, he has 
a wealth of expertise in commercial litigation. This 
has seen him appearing regularly before the Kenyan 
Superior Courts, including the Court of Appeal 
and the Supreme Court, on high-value commercial 
disputes, and act on dozens of high-value domestic 
and international arbitration cases.

His standout work as arbitration counsel includes 
defending a Kenyan state-owned entity in the 
petroleum sector against a significant claim by a 
pipeline infrastructure company. The matter reached 
the Court of Appeal before a significant award was 
handed to Ohaga’s client. This extremely complex 
arbitration raised many novel features and has since 
become a cornerstone case for arbitration in Kenya.
Ohaga does not just offer clients his insight into 
the laws of Kenya but is frequently involved in 
developing Kenyan policy and legislation around 
arbitration, alternative dispute resolution and other 
matters, and has close synergies with the country’s 
judiciaries. He is a board member of the Nairobi 
Centre for International Arbitration, the Convener of 
the Law Society of Kenya’s Committee on Alternative 
Dispute Resolution, Chairman of the Kenya Sports 
Dispute Tribunal and Chairperson of the National 
Steering Committee for Formulation of the ADR 
Policy. He is also closely involved with the China 
Africa Joint Arbitration Centre (CAJAC) and is  
well-known for his work advising on inbound  
foreign investments. 

While much of Ohaga’s practice to date has been 
built on serving Kenya-based entities, both he and 
TripleOKLaw have taken on a much larger portfolio 
of international clients and cases over the past few 

years. In the past two years he has advised on sizable 
disputes involving companies based in Lebanon,  
the UAE, Sudan and China. 

Across his wider practice, Ohaga regularly advises 
blue-chip listed and private companies as well as 
some of Kenya’s largest state-owned entities. He  
sits on the boards of several companies and is 
praised for his, ‘sharp commercial instincts and  
ability to manage multiple, competing relationships  
in a matter’. 

In conversation with…

 ‘African arbitrators and counsel are often  
quite willing to cooperate with each other. The  
legal community and wider society now recognise 
that the best way to develop and offer opportunities 
to the talented younger generation of African 
lawyers is to focus on building our own capacities. 
There is certainly a big push to keep more arbitration 
within Africa rather than farming it out to centres 
such as London or Paris. This drive to localise and 
collaborate across the continent is extremely 
positive.

At the same time, national and regional arbitration 
centres are increasingly aware that too much 
competition can negatively impact the status of 
African arbitration. In short, there is the potential 
for competing centres to cancel each other out. As 
we have seen in many countries around the world, 
when arbitral institutions proliferate the increased 
competition can become a zero-sum game.

The Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration 
leverages Kenya’s role as a transport hub, its strong 
resources market and its high levels of internet 
connectivity to carve out a space that complements 
the African arbitration landscape. Of course, Kenya 
has a significantly larger economy than many of the 
surrounding countries and naturally forms one of 
the major African centres for dispute resolution. 

The Nairobi Centre has also been proactive in 
gaining cooperation agreements with arbitration 
centres in Shanghai and Beijing, which has been 

extremely helpful in addressing the types of 
commercial disputes African parties are increasingly 
likely to encounter. 

For the Nairobi Centre, arbitrations involving a 
Chinese party are perhaps the biggest contributor to 
case volumes right now. Chinese influence in Kenya’s 
economy is growing, but this likely also reflects the 
government of Kenya’s recent requirement for all 
state bodies to push for Nairobi as the designated 
arbitral destination for government contracts. Of 
course, there are many situations where the balance 
of power means this is not possible, but where it 
is possible Nairobi will be chosen as the arbitral 
institution.

Through partnership with the China-Africa Joint 
Arbitration Council we have also been able to link 
Nairobi with the arbitral centres in Cape Town and 
Johannesburg, which allows us to tap into their 
capabilities. Currently, we are working on linking 
up with a reputed arbitration centre in North Africa, 
perhaps Cairo. In this way, we believe, cooperation 
rather than competition will come to define the 
future of arbitration in Africa. If a Chinese party does 
not wish to arbitrate against a South Africa party 
in Johannesburg, for instance, Nairobi becomes a 
viable alternative neutral forum.’  n

John Ohaga
TripleOKLaw LLP
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Job title: Head of litigation, arbitration and 
alternative dispute resolution team
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 34
Number of years as arbitrator: 20
Admissions: Nigerian Bar (1986)
Main sectors covered: Energy and 
environmental law; maritime and aviation; 
telecommunications law, family law; the 
law of international trade; construction and 
intellectual property law; transportation; and 
administrative/constitutional law
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe, 
North America, Asia and the Middle East

Uzoma Azikiwe (SAN) is a partner and the head of 
Udo Udoma & Belo-Osagie’s litigation, arbitration 
and alternative dispute resolution team. He 
provides advice in maritime, aviation, employment 
and energy matters, and his specialisations 
include advising multinationals on oil, gas and 
environmental matters, the provision, manning 
and maintenance of vessels, cabotage issues, 
telecommunications, construction, administrative 
and constitutional law.

Azikiwe became an associate of the Nigerian 
Institute of Chartered Arbitrators 2000, a member 
(MCIarb) of the Institute of Chartered Arbitrators 
(UK) Nigeria Branch in 2004, and has been an 
arbitrator for 20 years. He represents clients in 
various levels of the Nigerian judiciary including 
the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court, the 
highest courts in Nigeria. Azikiwe has represented 

major international aviation companies, multi-lateral 
finance organisations, banks, oil exploration and 
gas companies, telecommunication companies in 
tribunals and courts in Nigeria.

His work as counsel includes: acting for Sea Trucks 
group in an arbitration against Shell Petroleum 
Development Company in respect of the provision 
of vessels for oil services; acting for Lodigiani 
Nigeria Limited in an arbitration to recover a 
substantial debt owed by Nairda Limited in respect 
of a construction contract; representing a German 
multinational oil and gas drilling company in an 
arbitration under the ICC Rules in respect of a  
claim against a Nigerian oil and gas company  
for the recovery of unpaid invoices of over  
US$20m in connection with a drilling contract,  
and advising an international telecommunications 
giant on sundry Nigerian law issues that arose in 
several enforcements and set aside litigation in 
various Nigerian courts in relation to an UNCITRAL 
arbitral award. 

In conversation with…

‘African courts tend to easily intervene in 
arbitration and entertain frivolous actions 
challenging arbitral awards that were duly issued  
by an arbitral panel after a hearing on the merits.  
If African countries could pass legislation that 
restricts the court’s ability to interfere in arbitration, 
then the process would become more efficient and 
would give parties more confidence to submit their 
contractual disputes to arbitration.’  n

Uzoma Azikiwe
Udo Udoma & Belo-Osagie
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Job title: Partner
Location: Nigeria
Number of years in practice: 18
Admissions: Solicitor and Advocate of the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria 
Main sectors: Oil and gas, real estate
Geographical areas of focus: West Africa/
Nigeria (mostly multinational oil and gas 
companies with operations in Nigeria)
Languages: Igbo, English

Festus Onyia is a partner at Udo Udoma & 
Belo-Osagie specialising in civil, corporate and 
commercial litigation, arbitration and alternative 
dispute resolution. He has extensive hands-on 
knowledge in commercial arbitration and has 
acted as counsel in both ad hoc and institutional 
arbitrations, including under the Rules of Arbitration 
of the ICC. He has advised on issues of Nigerian law 
for determination in matters before foreign courts 
and arbitration tribunals.

He was a a key member of the team that represented 
a multinational oil and gas drilling company and its 
Nigerian subsidiary in an arbitration under the ICC 
Rules in respect of a claim against a Nigerian oil and 
gas company for the recovery of unpaid invoices of 
over $20m in connection with a drilling contract. His 
other standout representations include acting for 
a Nigerian oil and gas services company in an ICC 
case arising from a land and swamp drilling contract, 
and acting for a multinational drilling company 
(claimant) in an arbitration that lead  
to an award in excess of US$9m arising from a 
drilling contract.

Onyia was a member of the International Task  
Force appointed by the ICC Commission on 
Arbitration and ADR on the revision of the  
ICC Rules as appointing authority in UNICTRAL  
and other ad hoc proceedings. He is affiliated to 
several professional bodies such as the Chartered 

Institute of Arbitrators UK. He is a Fellow of  
the Nigerian Institute of Chartered Arbitrators 
(NICArb), and in March 2019, he was appointed 
as the alternate chair of the Energy and Power 
Committee of the Nigerian Institute of Chartered 
Arbitrators.

In conversation with…

‘The costs of international arbitration are becoming 
quite prohibitive, particularly in  
ad hoc arbitrations where the fees of the  
arbitrators are not regulated by an institution.  
This is likely to become more of an issue at this  
time when, as a result of the economic impact  
of Covid-19, a lot of businesses are struggling  
with cash flow and may either be unable to  
afford or just unwilling to incur huge legal  
costs to arbitrate their disputes.

I would really like to see arbitration matters  
fast–tracked through the courts. At the moment, 
at least in Nigeria, challenges to awards, most of 
them on frivolous grounds, tend to take inordinate 
amounts of time to wind through the courts. I  
would also like see changes to the laws and/or 
practice and procedures of the courts in order to 
require awards debtors to either pay award sums 
into courts or provide satisfactory security as a 
condition to granting them a stay of execution  
of awards pending appeal.

I recently led the team that worked on an 
arbitration where the parties reached a settlement 
midway through the proceedings, before the matter 
went to trial. We advised the client to insist on a 
consent award as opposed to just withdrawing the 
claim. The tribunal ultimately entered a consent 
award, which required the respondent to pay the 
award sums in several instalments over a period of 
time. The respondent made a number of voluntary 
payments but appeared unable to make further 

payments under the consent award. 
We applied to the High Court for leave to enforce 
the award. On the day the application was heard, 
the award debtor’s counsel attended but did not 
file any opposition to the application to enforce 
the award. He however orally requested time to 
enable the parties to settle the matter. We opposed 
the application and the court made an order for 
the award to be enforced in the same manner as a 
judgment of the court.

Thereafter, we proceeded to enforce the award 
and were able to attach some funds of the award 
debtor through garnishee proceedings. The award 
debtor subsequently filed an application to set aside 
the award on the grounds that the underlying the 
contract was illegal! Of course, the court dismissed 
the application but the award debtor is currently 
appealing the decision. 

I also worked on an arbitration in which the 
respondent’s counsel reached out to me just  
a few days to the commencement of evidentiary 
hearing to inform me that the respondent would  
be making an application to the tribunal for  
witness substitution on the grounds that the  
witness whose witness statement had been 
submitted to the tribunal would be traveling 
overseas on business. In order to persuade me  
not to oppose the application, he informed me  
that the new witness statement would be the  
same as the witness statement that they wanted  
to withdraw, save the personal details of the 
witnesses. He sent me a copy of the new witness 
statement which I found to be substantially the 
same as the witness statement that they wanted  
to withdraw, although I noticed that it was signed  
on the same date as the statement that they  
wanted to withdraw. I informed the tribunal  
that I would not oppose the respondent’s  
witness substitution application since the  
witness would not be available. 

On the day the respondent opened its case,  
I noticed curiously, that the same witness  
who was substituted on the grounds that  

Festus Onyia
Udo Udoma & Belo-Osagie
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he would be unavoidably absent was one of 
the respondent’s representatives who attended 
the hearing and was announced among the 
representatives of the respondent. Although  
I could not object to the respondent calling  
any witnesses of their choice, I found it very  
odd, to say the least, that after obtaining  
leave of the tribunal to substitute its witness  
on the grounds that the witness would be 
unavoidably absent, the same witness attended 
the proceedings and the respondent felt no need 
to, at least, offer an explanation as to why the 
witness still showed up at the hearing. 

I enjoy advocacy. I feel a rush of adrenalin 
whenever I stand before a judge or arbitral  
tribunal to canvass arguments. My advocacy  
skills received judicial imprimatur early on in 
my career. I was involved in a case in which we 
represented one of two judgment debtors. Each 
judgment had filed an appeal and an application 
for stay of execution of the judgment. The judge 
felt irritated by the applications and indicated that 
he was disinclined to hear the application unless  
the two parties filed a joint/ consolidated 
application for stay of execution. This was  
not possible because the two judgment  
debtors were represented by different lawyers  
and filed separate appeals and applications. 

The matter came up on a number of occasions  
but the judge simply refused to hear the 
applications. On each occasion that the matter 
was scheduled he would adjourn the applications. 
On 14th day of February 2006 when the matter 
came on again before the judge, I told the judge 
that he had a reputation for delivering well 
considered and erudite judgments, and that 
regardless of outcome, we would like to have his 
decision on the important legal issues that the 
applications raised. This struck a chord with the 
judge and he decided to hear the applications.  
The judge was so impressed with me that, 
although he dismissed the two applications,  
he was effusive in his commendation of my 
advocacy skills.’  n
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Job title: Managing partner
Location: Kenya
Main sectors covered: Employment, 
finance, insurance, intellectual property, 
joint venture, real estate, energy

An accredited arbitrator and mediator, 
Jacqueline Oyuyo Githinji is also a Fellow  
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and 
a board member of the Nairobi Centre for 
International Arbitration. She is a firm believer  
in arbitration’s ability to provide disputing 
parties a way to preserve relationships  
beyond their current disagreements, and  
her familiarity with the Kenyan legal and 
regulatory environment, the common  
law legal system and the global business  
operating environment means she is well-
placed to take a broad view of the disputes 
she is a part of and take all viewpoints into 
consideration.

Her recent experience includes notable cases 
in the energy and real estate sectors, though 
she is equally adept in a number of other areas, 
notably employment and intellectual property. 
In addition to her arbitration work, Githinji is an 
accredited governance auditor, certified public 
secretary, and an MBA holder.

Jacqueline Oyuyo Githinji 
Umsizi

Job title: Partner
Location: South Africa

Trevor Versfeld is a specialist in corporate and 
commercial litigation, arbitrations and the case 
management of complex disputes with over 
25 years’ experience. His expertise includes 
company law, constitutional and administrative 
law matters, and pensions law. He advises a 
range of local and international clients including 
major banks, mining companies, pension fund 
administrators, local communities and trade 
unions. He also specialises in the resolution of 
disputes in the financial services field. Trevor 
has been responsible for the arbitration and 
case management of a number of complex and 
high-profile disputes and has provided litigation 
support in forensic investigations and in the 
restructuring of distressed businesses.

Trevor Versfeld 
Webber Wentzel

Job title: Partner
Location: South Africa

Erin Warmington is a dispute resolution 
specialist, focused on corporate and commercial 
litigation and arbitration. She has particular 
experience in arbitration involving the 
financial services and mining sectors. She also 
advises on investor protection under bilateral 
investment treaties and other instruments 
under international investment law. She has BA 
and LLB degrees, both with distinction, from the 
University of the Witwatersrand. She also has a 
certificate in Advanced Administrative Law from 
the University of the Witwatersrand and an LLM 
degree in international legal studies from New 
York University’s School of Law in the United 
States of America.

Erin Warmington 
Webber Wentzel
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Job title: Partner
Location: South Africa
Number of years in practice: 14
Admissions: Solicitor of the Senior Courts 
of England and Wales with Higher Rights of 
Audience (Civil Advocacy) and Attorney of  
the High Court of South Africa (with rights  
of appearance)
Main sectors covered: Energy and natural 
resources, financial services, transport and 
infrastructure, TMT, property development, 
construction and engineering
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe, 
Middle East, North America
Languages: English, Afrikaans, Russian

Vlad Movshovich has represented parties in 
some of the most high profile litigation in 
South Africa in recent years, at all levels of the 

court system (including the Constitutional 
Court, Supreme Court of Appeal, High Courts, 
Competition Appeal Court, Competition Tribunal, 
Labour Court and Labour Appeal Court), in 
specialised regulatory tribunals (including the 
IRBA, IISA and SAICA disciplinary committees 
and the Financial Services Tribunal), before 
parliamentary committee and commissions 
of enquiry, and in domestic and international 
arbitrations (including under the auspices 
of ICSID, LCIA, AFSA, ICC, PCA, AASA and the 
Chinese Arbitration Association, and under both 
institutional and ad hoc arbitration rules, such as 
the UNCITRAL arbitration rules). 
 
He is a prominent member of the international 
arbitration community. He has presented  
papers at numerous international arbitration 
conferences (including ICCA Congresses in 2014, 
2016 and 2018) and has published in the field  
of international arbitration, comparative, 
constitutional and international law. Movshovich 
was a member of the Consultative Workshop on 
Cooperation Among African Arbitral Initiatives;  

is a director of the African Arbitration Association 
and head of its Standards Committee and 
is a member of the Advisory Board of AFSA 
International. Movshovich has lectured 
extensively on a variety of legal subjects, 
including training seminars presented to 
business leaders, judges and practitioners 
throughout the African continent and beyond 
(focused principally on international and 
constitutional law, international arbitration, 
the New York Convention and corporate 
governance), as well as the international 
arbitration LLM course at the University of Cape 
Town. 

He obtained his BA (with distinction) and LLB 
(with distinction) from the University of the 
Witwatersrand, South Africa; and his BCL (with 
distinction) with emphasis on International 
Arbitration and Civil Procedure and MLitt (on 
English, European and US administrative law)  
from the University of Oxford, UK. 

Vlad Movshovich
Webber Wentzel
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Job title: Managing partner
Location: Egypt
Number of years in practice: 21
Number of years as an arbitrator: 14
Admissions: Cairo Bar
Main sectors covered: Construction disputes, 
government contracts disputes, oil and gas/
energy, complex shareholders disputes, 
infrastructure and transport projects, cement 
and heavy industries, telecommunications, 
technology, software and AI, ports, airports and 
seaports, hospitality, development projects 
and real estate
Geographical areas of focus: Middle East and 
North Africa, sub-Saharan Africa, Europe, UK, 
US, Turkey
Languages: English, Arabic, French, Spanish, 
Italian 

Dr Karim A. Youssef is founder of Youssef & Partners, 
a globally recognised arbitration law firm with a 
with a docket of US$4.85bn, and a regional leader in 
dispute resolution. Youssef leads the international 
arbitration and international law practices at the 
firm, where his practice focuses on commercial 
arbitration, investment treaty arbitration, complex 
high-value disputes and international law. He is 
without a doubt one of Egypt’s top arbitrators, 
world-renowned in his fields of practice, and one of 
the region’s top and most in demand practitioners.

Dr Youssef represents key Egyptian, regional and 
international clients and some of the world’s most 
significant global corporations in high-profile local, 
regional and purely international disputes, and 
large-value and complex claims. He has featured 
and continues to feature as counsel, arbitrator or 
expert in some of the highest-profile and largest 

commercial and investment treaty claims in the 
region. He spends part of his time giving strategic 
advice to some of the region’s most significant 
corporations across a wide array of key industries 
and sectors, and also heads the firm’s high net-worth 
individuals’ practice. 

As counsel, Dr Youssef has received some of the 
highest praise by peers and clients. He has been 
described as ‘a leading light in international arbitration’ 
and a ‘top arbitration guy.’ He has acted as counsel, 
party-appointed or presiding arbitrator in numerous 
international arbitrations under a variety of arbitration 
rules including the ICC, CRCICA, DIAC, SCC, LCIA, 
UNCITRAL, ICSID, and PCA. He has also acted in ad hoc 
arbitrations governed by national laws. His docket of 
arbitrator and counsel work exceeds 126 international 
arbitrations across four continents, with focus on 
Africa, the MENA region and GCC countries, as well 
as major cosmopolitan seats, including Cairo, Dubai, 
Paris, London and New York.

Highlights of his counsel work include representing 
investors in investment treaty claims, including 
in Cementos La Union SA & Aridos Jativa SLU v the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, as well as representing 
investors in a bet-the-company dispute worth over 
US$2bn involving a Middle Eastern seaport. He has 
also acted as counsel or arbitrator in some of the 
largest commercial claims arising in context of the 
Arab Spring, including in disputes concerning the 
post–2011 unwinding of Moubarak-era privatisation 
transactions and disputes relating to certain mega 
projects in Egypt and the Middle East. For example, 
he represented Al Kholoud SAE in commercial claims 
arising from the nullification of the privatisation 
transaction of Al-Nasr Company for Steam Boilers. 

In addition, he spends a significant portion of his 
time acting as legal expert in relation to Egyptian and 
Arab laws and has testified on numerous occasions 
in arbitral and foreign court proceedings in high-
profile regional disputes. Dr Youssef’s testimony 
and cross-examination has often had an outcome-

determinative effect on proceedings in which he is 
involved reflecting the firm's outstanding success rate.

Dr Youssef’s memberships include the CRCICA’s 
Advisory Committee, the board of reporters of 
the Institute for Transnational Arbitration (ITA) for 
Egypt and the editorial board of the Journal of 
Arab Arbitration. Prior to opening his own practice, 
Youssef & Partners, in Cairo, he was partner and head 
of international arbitration at Amereller’s offices in 
Cairo and Dubai, associate professor of Private and 
International Law at Cairo University Law School, a 
member of the arbitration and international law group 
of Cleary Gottlieb Steen and Hamilton’s Paris office, 
counsel for the Cairo Regional Arbitration Centre 
(CRCICA) and counsel for the International Human 
Rights Law Institute at Depaul University, working 
alongside the late Cherif Bassiouny. Dr Youssef was 
educated at Yale Law school (LL.M, J.S.D.) and Paris 
1 (Sorbonne) and Cairo universities. He is the author 
of a well-known book on multi-party arbitration and 
consent issues prefaced by Jan Paulsson. 

Dr Karim A. Youssef
Youssef  & Partners
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Job title: Director and head of arbitration 
practice
Location: South Africa

Des Williams is director, head of arbitration 
and former chairman of Johannesburg-based 
Werksmans, and is former member of the Court 
of Arbitration of the International Chamber of 
Commerce where he was the sole representative 
for South Africa between 2011 and 2018 and 
a chairman of the ICC’s South Africa branch. 
Williams has had a hand in many complex and 
notable arbitrations, both in South Africa and 
internationally.

A brief overview of his recent arbitration work 
shows its wide range: in the mining sector, 
he represented Aquarius Platinum against 
Moolman Mining in an arbitration related 
to the termination of a mining contract for 
the mining of the former’s mine, while in 
the pharmaceuticals sector he represented 
biotechnology company Bioclones in a 
distribution agreement arbitration against 
Hemispherx Biopharma Incorporated. In 
the sports sector, he has represented the 
Premier Soccer League in its widely-known 
dispute – settled in favour his client in 2008 – 
over broadcast rights with the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation, and in the beverages 
category he has successfully represented South 
Africa Breweries in two arbitrations relating to 
its long-standing dispute with Shoprite over the 
sale to the latter of OK Bazaars. 

Des Williams
Werksmans

Job title: Senior partner
Location: Egypt
Main sectors covered: Construction, 
investment, telecoms, shipbuilding
Languages: Arabic, English

Dr Mohammed Gomaa leads the arbitration 
practice at Cairo’s Zaki Hashem & Partners and 
commands immense respect in the Egyptian 
arbitration community for his work on the 
production of the Cairo Regional Centre for 
International Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA)’s 
institutional rules. With over 30 years of legal 
experience Dr Gomaa now regularly appears as 
sole arbitrator in a range of cases both domestic 
and international, particularly those in the 
maritime, construction and investment sectors.

Former career highlights include his role as 
assistant to the Government of Egypt’s agent  
to the Egypt-Israel Arbitration Tribunal for the 
Taba Case regarding boundary markers on the 
Egypt-Israel border. Dr Gomaa was part of the 
team that achieved a favourable outcome in  
this case in a United Nations arbitration in the 
late 1980s. 

Dr Mohammed Gomaa
Zaki Hashem & Partners
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Location: Egypt
Job title: Founding partner and head of 
international arbitration, construction and 
energy
Number of years in practice: 22
Number of years as an arbitrator: 15
Geographical areas of focus: Prof. Dr. Abdel 
Wahab’s expertise in cross border multi-
jurisdictional and highly complex transactions 
and disputes is broad where he has featured 
in proceedings governed by Afghani, Angolan, 
Bahraini, Egyptian, English, French, Iraqi, 
Italian, Japanese, Jordanian, Kenyan, Kuwaiti, 
Libyan, Moroccan, New York, Nigerian, Omani, 
Pakistani, Qatari, Saudi, Spanish, Swiss, Syrian, 
and United Arab Emirates law(s), as well as the 
general principles of law.

Prof. Dr. Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab is founding 
partner of Zulficar & Partners and head of the 
firm’s globally recognised international arbitration, 
construction and oil and gas groups. ‘There are 
a number of values that give [Dr Abdel Wahab] an 
edge over his peers’, comments one nominator. ‘He 
treats arbitration seriously and with integrity. Arbitral 
tribunals notice this and consider his arguments 
worthy of careful consideration.’ He is recognised not 
just as one of Egypt’s leading arbitration counsel, 
but as one of the leading practitioners globally. In a 
recent charity initiative for UNICEF, he was selected 
as one of twelve global ‘arbitration idols’ alongside 
the likes of Gary Born and Toby Landau.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab regularly acts as counsel and 
arbitrator in ad-hoc and institutional arbitrations 
spanning the commercial spectrum. In his long  
and distinguished career, he has been involved  
in several stand-out arbitrations, including a  
recent multi-party arbitration under Syrian law  
that saw him successfully dismiss $400m worth  
of claims and secure, in part, counter-claims for his 
clients.

He has also secured a number of important wins 
outside the regional market, helping boost Zulficar’s 
reputation as one of the only regionally based 
firms capable of handling international arbitrations 
involving no domestic parties. For example, he 
recently led on securing 100% of claims and full legal 
costs in a Paris-based arbitration subject to French 
law with one of France’s leading firms representing 
the counterparty.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab and the wider international 
arbitration team at Zulficar & Partners have secured 
impressive victories in cases involving all sectors 
and industries, from biotechnology to oil and gas. 
However, it is their work in construction, energy and 
telecommunications disputes that truly stands out. 
To date, Zulficar & Partners remains the only firm in 
Egypt (and one of the few in North Africa) to have 
never lost a telecommunications arbitration. Prof.  
Dr. Abdel Wahab’s many significant cases in this 
sector include representing a mobile operator in 
defending against US$2bn worth of claims in its 
dispute with a fixed line telecoms operator. This 
was the first ever telecommunications arbitration 
in Egypt and one of the first disputes in Africa 
regarding interconnection disagreements. In this 
matter, Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab secured a complete 
dismissal of the counterclaims against his client  
and ultimately forced the counterparty to settle  
the case.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab has been appointed as sole, 
co-arbitrator, and chairman of tribunal in dozens of 
cases held under a variety of international rules. He 
is the author and co-author of many monographs 
and articles in learned international journals on 
international arbitration, conflict of laws, online 
dispute resolution, construction, energy, contract 
drafting, and e-commerce. He is a professor of law, 
chair of the private international department at 
Cairo University, and holds visiting posts in the UK 
and US.

In addition to his work on disputes, Prof. Dr. 
Abdel Wahab has led the Zulficar & Partners team 
responsible for closing the first successful PPP 
project in Egypt in 2010.

In conversation with…

 ‘As a firm, we go beyond the regional. We have  
run cases in major arbitration hubs like London, 
Paris, Geneva, Dubai and Singapore, in Japan 
and other Asian countries, and we are taking an 
increasing volume of work in African countries. As 
such, we are not confined to Egyptian or regional 
clients.

We have one of the busiest arbitration practices 
regionally, with over 25 lawyers focusing their 
practice entirely on international arbitration, but 
it is the decision to focus our attention outside 
Egypt that make us unique. We truly stand apart as 
a fully international Egyptian law firm that offers a 
full service to global clients. For example, last year 
we secured an arbitral award subject to French law 
against a French company with full costs awarded 
to our client. We prosecuted the matter single-
handedly.

Beyond this, our expertise on the laws of the 
region and beyond makes us stand out. We have 
expertise when it comes to handling cases across 
the MENA region, and our wide portfolio of cases 
and experience prosecuting both investment and 
commercial arbitration has given us an edge. We 
also have some exceptional individuals in the firm, 
including those who have qualified under English 
law.

The model we work on is that you do not have to 
have a physical office in a jurisdiction to successfully 
prosecute a case there. International arbitration is 
particularly suited to this model of operating, and 
the Covid-19 pandemic has reinforced our views 
that a successful practice can reach far beyond the 
territorial boundaries of a firm’s location. When it 
comes to arbitration, the world is in your hands if 
you go out there and take a chance.’

Tensions between civil and common law 
approaches, and the interplay between national 
and international legal norms are sometimes 

Prof. Dr. Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab
Zulficar & Partners Law Firm
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overrated and in other times unavoidable when it 
comes to arbitration. Issues surrounding document 
production have been a particular source of tension, 
and differences in codes of evidence and procedure 
continue to be amongst the contentious issues 
during arbitrations. The best counsel is the one 
who is able to strike a proper balance and restore 
any lost equilibrium between local standards and 
international norms. Recognising the international 
nature of an arbitration without undermining the 
role of the applicable norms is important, and 
counsel need to consider the best strategy, approach 
and arguments while maintaining credibility and 
integrity.

I am also seeing increasing trends of convergence 
and harmonisation between civil and common 
law systems regarding certain procedural aspects 
of arbitral proceedings. An increasing number 
of counsel in Africa are now well-versed in the 
intricacies of international arbitration.

Like all counsel, I have certain cases that are very 
close to my heart. One in particular that stands out 
to me was a very interesting matter concerning sale 
of goods. In terms of the outcome it was something 
of a game-changer. Our client had been completely 
unrepresented until the post-hearing briefs, at which 
stage the sole arbitrator was appointed by the other 
side in a London-based arbitration. We stepped in at 
this late stage and I personally prosecuted the case, 
arguing that there was absolutely no liability on the 
part of our client. The arbitrator was not too pleased 
about this late intervention, but we asked him to 
give us one month to prove our case. The arbitrator 
grudgingly agreed, but stated that if we were to lose 
we would bear all the costs. In the end, we won the 
case with full costs awarded to our client. In fact, 
as soon as the opposite party saw our submission, 
they offered to settle at ten per cent of the amount 
claimed, but we knew that our client would not be 
liable. This was particularly satisfying as the case was 
held under English law with a UK firm as opposing 
counsel.

There are three important sectors for the African 
continent when it comes to arbitration. The first 
is the telecommunications sector, which has 

been catalysed by Covid-19 and is now ripe for 
investment. The second is construction, which 
is more important than ever given the pace of 
development on the continent and the progression 
of various free trade agreements. There has been 
notable investment into construction projects 
from China, Japan and Korea, and one can expect 
projects, and the disputes that inevitably result  

from them, to continue. The third sector is the 
energy sector, especially that Africa is endowed  
with various sources of energy and investments  
in the energy field are also increasing. In any event, 
one can expect that the growth in inter-African 
trade, boosted by the African Continental Free 
Trade Area, will inevitably lead to more inter-African 
disputes.’  n
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