





Jacqueline Oyuyo Githinji

Umsizi

Job title: Managing partner

Location: Kenya

Main sectors covered: Employment,
finance, insurance, intellectual property,
joint venture, real estate, energy

An accredited arbitrator and mediator,
Jacqueline Oyuyo Githinji is also a Fellow
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and
a board member of the Nairobi Centre for
International Arbitration. She is a firm believer
in arbitration’s ability to provide disputing
parties a way to preserve relationships
beyond their current disagreements, and
her familiarity with the Kenyan legal and
regulatory environment, the common

law legal system and the global business
operating environment means she is well-
placed to take a broad view of the disputes
she is a part of and take all viewpoints into
consideration.

Her recent experience includes notable cases
in the energy and real estate sectors, though
she is equally adept in a number of other areas,
notably employment and intellectual property.
In addition to her arbitration work, Githinji is an
accredited governance auditor, certified public
secretary, and an MBA holder.
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Trevor Versfeld
Webber Wentzel

Job title: Partner
Location: South Africa

Trevor Versfeld is a specialist in corporate and
commercial litigation, arbitrations and the case
management of complex disputes with over

25 years' experience. His expertise includes
company law, constitutional and administrative
law matters, and pensions law. He advises a
range of local and international clients including
major banks, mining companies, pension fund
administrators, local communities and trade
unions. He also specialises in the resolution of
disputes in the financial services field. Trevor
has been responsible for the arbitration and
case management of a number of complex and
high-profile disputes and has provided litigation
support in forensic investigations and in the
restructuring of distressed businesses.

Erin Warmington
Webber Wentzel

Job title: Partner
Location: South Africa

Erin Warmington is a dispute resolution
specialist, focused on corporate and commercial
litigation and arbitration. She has particular
experience in arbitration involving the

financial services and mining sectors. She also
advises on investor protection under bilateral
investment treaties and other instruments
under international investment law. She has BA
and LLB degrees, both with distinction, from the
University of the Witwatersrand. She also has a
certificate in Advanced Administrative Law from
the University of the Witwatersrand and an LLM
degree in international legal studies from New
York University’s School of Law in the United
States of America.



Vlad Movshovich

Webber Wentzel

Job title: Partner

Location: South Africa

Number of years in practice: 14
Admissions: Solicitor of the Senior Courts
of England and Wales with Higher Rights of
Audience (Civil Advocacy) and Attorney of
the High Court of South Africa (with rights
of appearance)

Main sectors covered: Energy and natural
resources, financial services, transport and
infrastructure, TMT, property development,
construction and engineering
Geographical areas of focus: Africa, Europe,
Middle East, North America

Languages: English, Afrikaans, Russian

Vlad Movshovich has represented parties in
some of the most high profile litigation in
South Africa in recent years, at all levels of the

court system (including the Constitutional
Court, Supreme Court of Appeal, High Courts,
Competition Appeal Court, Competition Tribunal,
Labour Court and Labour Appeal Court), in
specialised regulatory tribunals (including the
IRBA, [ISA and SAICA disciplinary committees
and the Financial Services Tribunal), before
parliamentary committee and commissions

of enquiry, and in domestic and international
arbitrations (including under the auspices

of ICSID, LCIA, AFSA, ICC, PCA, AASA and the
Chinese Arbitration Association, and under both
institutional and ad hoc arbitration rules, such as
the UNCITRAL arbitration rules).

He is a prominent member of the international
arbitration community. He has presented

papers at numerous international arbitration
conferences (including ICCA Congresses in 2014,
2016 and 2018) and has published in the field

of international arbitration, comparative,
constitutional and international law. Movshovich
was a member of the Consultative Workshop on
Cooperation Among African Arbitral Initiatives;

PROFILES

is a director of the African Arbitration Association
and head of its Standards Committee and

is a member of the Advisory Board of AFSA
International. Movshovich has lectured
extensively on a variety of legal subjects,
including training seminars presented to
business leaders, judges and practitioners
throughout the African continent and beyond
(focused principally on international and
constitutional law, international arbitration,

the New York Convention and corporate
governance), as well as the international
arbitration LLM course at the University of Cape
Town.

He obtained his BA (with distinction) and LLB
(with distinction) from the University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa; and his BCL (with
distinction) with emphasis on International
Arbitration and Civil Procedure and MLitt (on
English, European and US administrative law)
from the University of Oxford, UK.

AFRICA



Dr Karim A. Youssef

Youssef & Partners

Job title: Managing partner

Location: Egypt

Number of years in practice: 21

Number of years as an arbitrator: 14
Admissions: Cairo Bar

Main sectors covered: Construction disputes,
government contracts disputes, oil and gas/
energy, complex shareholders disputes,
infrastructure and transport projects, cement
and heavy industries, telecommunications,
technology, software and Al, ports, airports and
seaports, hospitality, development projects
and real estate

Geographical areas of focus: Middle East and
North Africa, sub-Saharan Africa, Europe, UK,
US, Turkey

Languages: English, Arabic, French, Spanish,
Italian

Dr Karim A. Youssef is founder of Youssef & Partners,
a globally recognised arbitration law firm with a
with a docket of US$4.85bn, and a regional leader in
dispute resolution. Youssef leads the international
arbitration and international law practices at the
firm, where his practice focuses on commercial
arbitration, investment treaty arbitration, complex
high-value disputes and international law. He is
without a doubt one of Egypt’s top arbitrators,
world-renowned in his fields of practice, and one of
the region’s top and most in demand practitioners.

Dr Youssef represents key Egyptian, regional and
international clients and some of the world’s most
significant global corporations in high-profile local,
regional and purely international disputes, and
large-value and complex claims. He has featured
and continues to feature as counsel, arbitrator or
expert in some of the highest-profile and largest
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commercial and investment treaty claims in the
region. He spends part of his time giving strategic
advice to some of the region’s most significant
corporations across a wide array of key industries
and sectors, and also heads the firm’s high net-worth
individuals’ practice.

As counsel, Dr Youssef has received some of the
highest praise by peers and clients. He has been
described as ‘a leading light in international arbitration’
and a ‘top arbitration guy.' He has acted as counsel,
party-appointed or presiding arbitrator in numerous
international arbitrations under a variety of arbitration
rules including the ICC, CRCICA, DIAC, SCC, LCIA,
UNCITRAL, ICSID, and PCA. He has also acted in ad hoc
arbitrations governed by national laws. His docket of
arbitrator and counsel work exceeds 126 international
arbitrations across four continents, with focus on
Africa, the MENA region and GCC countries, as well

as major cosmopolitan seats, including Cairo, Dubai,
Paris, London and New York.

Highlights of his counsel work include representing
investors in investment treaty claims, including

in Cementos La Union SA & Aridos Jativa SLU v the
Arab Republic of Egypt, as well as representing
investors in a bet-the-company dispute worth over
US$2bn involving a Middle Eastern seaport. He has
also acted as counsel or arbitrator in some of the
largest commercial claims arising in context of the
Arab Spring, including in disputes concerning the
post-2011 unwinding of Moubarak-era privatisation
transactions and disputes relating to certain mega
projects in Egypt and the Middle East. For example,
he represented Al Kholoud SAE in commercial claims
arising from the nullification of the privatisation
transaction of Al-Nasr Company for Steam Boilers.

In addition, he spends a significant portion of his
time acting as legal expert in relation to Egyptian and
Arab laws and has testified on numerous occasions

in arbitral and foreign court proceedings in high-
profile regional disputes. Dr Youssef's testimony

and cross-examination has often had an outcome-

determinative effect on proceedings in which he is
involved reflecting the firm's outstanding success rate.

Dr Youssef’s memberships include the CRCICA's
Advisory Committee, the board of reporters of

the Institute for Transnational Arbitration (ITA) for
Egypt and the editorial board of the Journal of

Arab Arbitration. Prior to opening his own practice,
Youssef & Partners, in Cairo, he was partner and head
of international arbitration at Amereller’s offices in
Cairo and Dubai, associate professor of Private and
International Law at Cairo University Law School, a
member of the arbitration and international law group
of Cleary Gottlieb Steen and Hamilton’s Paris office,
counsel for the Cairo Regional Arbitration Centre
(CRCICA) and counsel for the International Human
Rights Law Institute at Depaul University, working
alongside the late Cherif Bassiouny. Dr Youssef was
educated at Yale Law school (LL.M, J.5.D.) and Paris

1 (Sorbonne) and Cairo universities. He is the author
of a well-known book on multi-party arbitration and
consent issues prefaced by Jan Paulsson.



Des Williams

Werksmans

Job title: Director and head of arbitration
practice
Location: South Africa

Des Williams is director, head of arbitration

and former chairman of Johannesburg-based
Werksmans, and is former member of the Court
of Arbitration of the International Chamber of
Commerce where he was the sole representative
for South Africa between 2011 and 2018 and

a chairman of the ICC’s South Africa branch.
Williams has had a hand in many complex and
notable arbitrations, both in South Africa and
internationally.

A brief overview of his recent arbitration work
shows its wide range: in the mining sector,

he represented Aquarius Platinum against
Moolman Mining in an arbitration related

to the termination of a mining contract for

the mining of the former’s mine, while in

the pharmaceuticals sector he represented
biotechnology company Bioclones in a
distribution agreement arbitration against
Hemispherx Biopharma Incorporated. In

the sports sector, he has represented the
Premier Soccer League in its widely-known
dispute - settled in favour his client in 2008 -
over broadcast rights with the South African
Broadcasting Corporation, and in the beverages
category he has successfully represented South
Africa Breweries in two arbitrations relating to
its long-standing dispute with Shoprite over the
sale to the latter of OK Bazaars.

Dr Mohammed Gomaa
Zaki Hashem & Partners

Job title: Senior partner

Location: Egypt

Main sectors covered: Construction,
investment, telecoms, shipbuilding
Languages: Arabic, English

Dr Mohammed Gomaa leads the arbitration
practice at Cairo’s Zaki Hashem & Partners and
commands immense respect in the Egyptian
arbitration community for his work on the
production of the Cairo Regional Centre for
International Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA)'s
institutional rules. With over 30 years of legal
experience Dr Gomaa now regularly appears as
sole arbitrator in a range of cases both domestic
and international, particularly those in the
maritime, construction and investment sectors.

Former career highlights include his role as
assistant to the Government of Egypt’s agent
to the Egypt-Israel Arbitration Tribunal for the
Taba Case regarding boundary markers on the
Egypt-Israel border. Dr Gomaa was part of the
team that achieved a favourable outcome in
this case in a United Nations arbitration in the
late 1980s.
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Prof. Dr. Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab

Zulficar & Partners Law Firm

Location: Egypt

Job title: Founding partner and head of
international arbitration, construction and
energy

Number of years in practice: 22

Number of years as an arbitrator: 15
Geographical areas of focus: Prof. Dr. Abdel
Wahab's expertise in cross border multi-
jurisdictional and highly complex transactions
and disputes is broad where he has featured
in proceedings governed by Afghani, Angolan,
Bahraini, Egyptian, English, French, Iraqji,
Italian, Japanese, Jordanian, Kenyan, Kuwaiti,
Libyan, Moroccan, New York, Nigerian, Omani,
Pakistani, Qatari, Saudi, Spanish, Swiss, Syrian,
and United Arab Emirates law(s), as well as the
general principles of law.

Prof. Dr. Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab is founding
partner of Zulficar & Partners and head of the

firm’s globally recognised international arbitration,
construction and oil and gas groups. ‘There are

a number of values that give [Dr Abdel Wahab] an
edge over his peers, comments one nominator.’He
treats arbitration seriously and with integrity. Arbitral
tribunals notice this and consider his arguments
worthy of careful consideration’ He is recognised not
just as one of Egypt’s leading arbitration counsel,
but as one of the leading practitioners globally. In a
recent charity initiative for UNICEF, he was selected
as one of twelve global‘arbitration idols’ alongside
the likes of Gary Born and Toby Landau.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab regularly acts as counsel and
arbitrator in ad-hoc and institutional arbitrations
spanning the commercial spectrum. In his long
and distinguished career, he has been involved

in several stand-out arbitrations, including a
recent multi-party arbitration under Syrian law
that saw him successfully dismiss $400m worth

of claims and secure, in part, counter-claims for his
clients.
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He has also secured a number of important wins
outside the regional market, helping boost Zulficar’s
reputation as one of the only regionally based

firms capable of handling international arbitrations
involving no domestic parties. For example, he
recently led on securing 100% of claims and full legal
costs in a Paris-based arbitration subject to French
law with one of France’s leading firms representing
the counterparty.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab and the wider international
arbitration team at Zulficar & Partners have secured
impressive victories in cases involving all sectors
and industries, from biotechnology to oil and gas.
However, it is their work in construction, energy and
telecommunications disputes that truly stands out.
To date, Zulficar & Partners remains the only firm in
Egypt (and one of the few in North Africa) to have
never lost a telecommunications arbitration. Prof.
Dr. Abdel Wahab's many significant cases in this
sector include representing a mobile operator in
defending against US$2bn worth of claims in its
dispute with a fixed line telecoms operator. This
was the first ever telecommunications arbitration
in Egypt and one of the first disputes in Africa
regarding interconnection disagreements. In this
matter, Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab secured a complete
dismissal of the counterclaims against his client
and ultimately forced the counterparty to settle
the case.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab has been appointed as sole,
co-arbitrator, and chairman of tribunal in dozens of
cases held under a variety of international rules. He
is the author and co-author of many monographs
and articles in learned international journals on
international arbitration, conflict of laws, online
dispute resolution, construction, energy, contract
drafting, and e-commerce. He is a professor of law,
chair of the private international department at
Cairo University, and holds visiting posts in the UK
and US.

In addition to his work on disputes, Prof. Dr.
Abdel Wahab has led the Zulficar & Partners team
responsible for closing the first successful PPP
project in Egypt in 2010.

In conversation with...

‘As a firm, we go beyond the regional. We have
run cases in major arbitration hubs like London,
Paris, Geneva, Dubai and Singapore, in Japan

and other Asian countries, and we are taking an
increasing volume of work in African countries. As
such, we are not confined to Egyptian or regional
clients.

We have one of the busiest arbitration practices
regionally, with over 25 lawyers focusing their
practice entirely on international arbitration, but

it is the decision to focus our attention outside
Egypt that make us unique. We truly stand apart as
a fully international Egyptian law firm that offers a
full service to global clients. For example, last year
we secured an arbitral award subject to French law
against a French company with full costs awarded
to our client. We prosecuted the matter single-
handedly.

Beyond this, our expertise on the laws of the
region and beyond makes us stand out. We have
expertise when it comes to handling cases across
the MENA region, and our wide portfolio of cases
and experience prosecuting both investment and
commercial arbitration has given us an edge. We
also have some exceptional individuals in the firm,
including those who have qualified under English
law.

The model we work on is that you do not have to
have a physical office in a jurisdiction to successfully
prosecute a case there. International arbitration is
particularly suited to this model of operating, and
the Covid-19 pandemic has reinforced our views
that a successful practice can reach far beyond the
territorial boundaries of a firm's location. When it
comes to arbitration, the world is in your hands if
you go out there and take a chance!

Tensions between civil and common law
approaches, and the interplay between national
and international legal norms are sometimes



overrated and in other times unavoidable when it
comes to arbitration. Issues surrounding document
production have been a particular source of tension,
and differences in codes of evidence and procedure
continue to be amongst the contentious issues
during arbitrations. The best counsel is the one

who is able to strike a proper balance and restore
any lost equilibrium between local standards and
international norms. Recognising the international
nature of an arbitration without undermining the
role of the applicable norms is important, and
counsel need to consider the best strategy, approach
and arguments while maintaining credibility and
integrity.

I am also seeing increasing trends of convergence
and harmonisation between civil and common

law systems regarding certain procedural aspects
of arbitral proceedings. An increasing number

of counsel in Africa are now well-versed in the
intricacies of international arbitration.

Like all counsel, | have certain cases that are very
close to my heart. One in particular that stands out
to me was a very interesting matter concerning sale
of goods. In terms of the outcome it was something
of a game-changer. Our client had been completely
unrepresented until the post-hearing briefs, at which
stage the sole arbitrator was appointed by the other
side in a London-based arbitration. We stepped in at
this late stage and | personally prosecuted the case,
arguing that there was absolutely no liability on the
part of our client. The arbitrator was not too pleased
about this late intervention, but we asked him to
give us one month to prove our case. The arbitrator
grudgingly agreed, but stated that if we were to lose
we would bear all the costs. In the end, we won the
case with full costs awarded to our client. In fact,

as soon as the opposite party saw our submission,
they offered to settle at ten per cent of the amount
claimed, but we knew that our client would not be
liable. This was particularly satisfying as the case was
held under English law with a UK firm as opposing
counsel.

There are three important sectors for the African
continent when it comes to arbitration. The first
is the telecommunications sector, which has

been catalysed by Covid-19 and is now ripe for
investment. The second is construction, which

is more important than ever given the pace of
development on the continent and the progression
of various free trade agreements. There has been
notable investment into construction projects
from China, Japan and Korea, and one can expect
projects, and the disputes that inevitably result

from them, to continue. The third sector is the
energy sector, especially that Africa is endowed
with various sources of energy and investments

in the energy field are also increasing. In any event,
one can expect that the growth in inter-African
trade, boosted by the African Continental Free
Trade Area, will inevitably lead to more inter-African
disputes.! ®
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